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Latimer & Ley Hill Parish Council Meeting |Minutes
17 Mar 2026| 7.15pm | Memorial Hall, Ley Hill
Attendees
Cllr Anne Birkett (AB), Cllr Steve Thorp (ST), Cllr Mark Anderson (MA), Cllr Emily King (EK), Cllr Chris Gregory (CG), Cllr Gareth Greig and Claire Leek (Parish Clerk) 
Agenda topics
| Agenda topic 1 | Apologies for Absence 

Cllr John Drewery (JD)

| Agenda topic 2 | Register of Interests 
CG is the agent for the application noted as agenda item 8a.
| Agenda topic 3 | Public Quarter Hour 
None in attendance.
| Agenda topic 4 | Approval of February Meeting Minutes
Formally approved by all. Clerk to upload to website. 
| Agenda topic 5 | Actions from Previous Minutes
All actions from February meeting have been carried out. 
Clerk to look into whether Buckinghamshire Council’s survey on potential local sites for housing development is still open.
| Agenda topic 6 | Finance

a. Approval of finance report. The finance report for February was approved and will be uploaded to the website. PC account balance is healthy, largely as a result of income from the burial ground over the last year. 

b. Savings Account. The PC has previously saved £20k of reserve funds over the last two years, in a higher interest savings account. This matured at the end of November, accruing interest of £530 over Nov 2024 to Nov 2025. The Clerk has reviewed the options and presented the best option to the PC. The PC will re-invest £20k in a ‘Notice Account . This will provide the best return, at 2.66%, but will require the PC give 95 days notice to withdraw the money 
Action: Clerk to open ‘Notice’ savings account and move £20k.

c. Quotes for Discussion
The PC have asked Buckinghamshire Council numerous times over the past 4 years, to arrange desperately needed repairs and maintenance to the pumphouse on Latimer Green. The PC believe these repairs are required before the pumphouse falls further into disrepair, as well as improving the overall appearance of Latimer Green. The PC have acquired quotations for the required work and discussed the options. The PC are in full agreement to proceed with the repairs, with an estimate of £1257 from a local heritage conservation and heritage company. As this is the responsibility of Buckinghamshire Council, the PC will advise them that works will be carried out and ask for reimbursement of costs.
Proposed by MA, seconded by AB. 
Action: MA to accept estimate from contractor and arrange works. Clerk to email Buckinghamshire Council to update them and request reimbursement.  

| Agenda topic 7 | Burial Ground

a. Enquiries & Activity. There has been one ashes interment (17th March), and ashes interments are scheduled for 9th April (Richards) and 10th April (Blythe). 
The Clerk continues to work closely with the funeral directors to liaise with them on all new enquiries for interments and plot purchases, which is increasingly challenging working with the hand drawn map, especially as less plots are available. The PC discussed the options to make this easier, and it was suggested a survey of the area is carried out, to provide the information required for a new site map to be digitally drawn.
Action: Clerk to mark plots for two ashes interments on 7th April. 
Action: CG to obtain quotes for burial ground survey.
| Agenda topic 8 | Planning

a. PL/26/00462/FA – Great White End, Latimer. No comment.

b. EN/19/0149 – Rowan Tree Farm enforcement update. Decision has been made to dismiss the appeal on all grounds and uphold the enforcement notice and refuse planning permission. The planning inspector did not agree to extend the timeline for compliance with the notice, leaving it at 12 months.

Action: Clerk to circulate final decision from planning inspector.

c. PL/26/00144/FA – Cherry Tree Farm, Ley Hill. No comment.

| Agenda topic 10 | Council Business

a. Annual Parish Meeting 2026. The meeting will be held on April 23rd at 7pm at Ley Hill Methodist Church. The PC have invited the ward councillors to attend and talk to their first year in post since the elections in May 2025.

Action: Clerk to return booking form for Methodist Church booking.

b. Roughwood Lane Permits. The Clerk followed up with Cllr A Bacon regarding the permits for Latimer residents for Roughwood Lane who in turn reached out to the project lead. It was confirmed that all households in Latimer will be able to apply for a permit however, this requires a formal change to the TRO which will not be processed for 18months. 

c. Streetlight Energy Costs. The Clerk has contacted the PC energy provider regarding options based on ever increasing costs, and in turn, has been passed to a contact at UK Power Networks. They have confirmed the PC inventory has not been updated but we can submit an amendment and they will be willing to back date any incorrect costs to 1st July 2025. The Clerk is in the process of gathering the required details.  The energy provider had agreed to look at contract options however, the Clerk has heard back confirming (as previously advised in 2025) that there are no contracts available for unmetered supply.

Action: Clerk to obtain information needed for UK Power Network to update inventory from Lamps & Tubes. 

d. The Green – Ley Hill. A resident has asked if they can clear the brambles and low hanging branches from the Copse outside their house. The PC will advise that this is the responsibility of Buckinghamshire Council, but will highlight conversations had with Bucks Council, where they have confirmed they would carry out the required work.

Action: Clerk to confirm back to resident.

A.O.B

Following on from the conversations had with Chenies Parish Council, they are now chasing Buckinghamshire Council Heritage Team for an updated quote on what is required to take things forward. Once confirmed, they will formalise in a document for both parishes to review and discuss. 

The PC will accept the quote for the wooden posts along Middle Road and the golf course, and invoice the Golf Club for their contribution in due course. 

On Wednesday 11th April, Coffee and Chat will be combining with Coffee for Care (organised for, and by Hospice of St Francis) who are having a large fundraising coffee morning. The PC will pay for a poster to advertise the event, and the details will also be sent out via a newsletter. 
Proposed by AB, seconded by CG.

Litterblitz – booked for 11th April. ST to collect the rubbish after the litter has been collected and bagged.

Latimer Green requires a new noticeboard, the current noticeboard cannot be repaired and reinstated. Latimer councillors to select preferred noticeboard and arrange for its purchase and installation. Invoice to be sent to the Clerk. 

Meeting Closed at | 8.25pm | 

Signed: 

Date:
Councillor Anne Birkett (Chairman)
Latimer and Ley Hill Parish Council
Next PC Meeting| May 14 | 7.15pm | Latimer
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