Latimer & Ley Hill Parish Council Meeting | MINUTES

18 Sept 2025| 7.15pm | St Mary Magdalene Church, Latimer

ATTENDEES

Cllr Anne Birkett (AB), Cllr Chris Gregory (CG), Cllr John Drewery (JD), Clir Steve Thorp (ST), Cllr Emily King, Gareth
Greig and Claire Leek (Parish Clerk)

AGENDA TOPICS

| Agenda topic 1 | Apologies for Absence

None

| Agenda topic 2 | Register of Interests

Cllr Steve Thorp declared an interest in agenda item 9D
Clir Chris Gregory declared an interest in agenda item 9C

| Agenda topic 3 | Co option of New Councillor

The parish council unanimously voted to co-opt Gareth Greig to the vacant Ley Hill ward councillor position
following.

The declaration of acceptance of office was signed by Gareth Greig before the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Council.

Action: Clerk to send copy of the declaration of acceptance of office to the monitoring officer at Buckinghamshire
Council.

| Agenda topic 4 | Public Quarter Hour

No members of the public in attendance.

| Agenda topic 5 | Approval of July 17" Meeting Minutes

Formally approved by all. Clerk to upload to website.

| Agenda topic 6 | Actions from Previous Minutes
Clerk has logged the request for a road sign on Fix My Street, no email to confirm this has yet been visited.

Clerk to re-send information to CG regarding the Solar Farm application and CG to draft a response on behalf of the
parish council.

ST inspected the activity trail equipment and believes no repairs are required at this time but the parish council will
likely need to review this in the spring.
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| Agenda topic 7 | Finance

a. Approval of July and August finance reports. The finance report was approved and will be uploaded to the
website. Two corrections are required, with the incorrect description sitting next to the line item.

The PC discussed the large expense on streetlights and the limited options available to reduce the spend in this
area. It was suggested that the estimated energy usage is calculated from the specification of the streetlights
and this compared to the current invoices received.

Action: Clerk to locate specification for streetlights and send to JD and CG to look over.

b. Quotes for approval. Lamps and Tubes have sent a quotation for the dressing and lighting of the Christmas tree,
plus additional light sets as some of the existing sets have failed and with the growth of the tree, there is a need
for additional lengths to be purchased.

PC agreed to the annual cost of the installation, storage and maintenance of the current light sets. It was
proposed that the PC ask the Memorial Hall if they are willing to contribute to the additional costs that are to
be incurred with the purchase of additional sets. This will be discussed at the next Memorial Hall Trustees
meeting.

The PC will ask Lamps and Tubes for a quotation to help install the poppies for Remembrance Sunday at the
same time as installing the Christmas lights.

Action: ST to discuss the option of a contribution with the Memorial Hall trustees.
Action: Clerk to confirm requirements back to Lamps and Tubes and request a quote for the cherry picker to
assist with the poppy installation.

c. External Audit. The Clerk has received notification that the external auditors have signed off the audit for 2024-
2025 and there were no comments to note, with all enquiries being adequately answered. The notice of
conclusion of audit, and all required paperwork will be published on the PC website.

Action: Clerk to publish required paperwork online following conclusion of audit.

d. Pay scale agreement. The payscale agreement has been signed off for 2025-2026. The new rate will be applied
for the Clerk’s salary from September 2025 and back dated to April 2025. Payroll services will produce the new
payslip and the Clerk will make the required changes to the standing orders for salary and HMRC contributions.

Action: Clerk to make required changes to the standing orders once payslip has been received.

| Agenda topic 8 | Burial Ground

a. Enquiries. There is a full internment arranged for the 25 September, the Clerk will be in attendance to ensure
all required formalities and paperwork is complete. This is being arranged through Wright Funeral Services. An
ashes interment is booked for 24t September, this is being arranged through Cooks Funeral Directors. A notice
of interment for an ashes interment has been received for a parishioner on the 14" December. This is being
arranged directly with the family.
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b.

Memorial Permit for Approval. The PC have received a memorial permit for a new headstone, for a burial that
took place last year. The permit was reviewed and agreed by all. The family have already paid the fee for the
right to place a memorial.

Action: Clerk to confirm with stone mason that the permit was approved and send applicable regulations for
new headstone to family.

Maintenance. Callum has continued to cut the grass fortnightly, and will do so until the end of September. At
the last visit, he noted only half the grounds needed trimming, and therefore adjusted the invoice accordingly.
It is likely that one additional cut in October will be required, and Clerk will arrange a suitable date for the front
hedge to be cut — this is usually carried out end of Oct-end of Nov.

The Clerk has spoken to a local gardening contractor regarding the ideas for the remembrance/ashes garden
discussed earlier in the summer. They have some ideas of what plants may be suited to grow under the large
trees, and a meeting will be arranged on site, to discuss plans further.

Action: Clerk to arrange cutting of front hedge and meet contractor onsite to discuss options for the clearance
and future plans for the remembrance garden area.

| Agenda topic 9 | Planning
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PL/25/1736/FA - Land By South Side. No comment.
PL/25/1923/FA - Silver Birches. No comment.

PL/25/2200/FA - Old School Cottage 2 The Village. No comment.
PL/25/2563/FA - East House. No comment.

ES/24/00414/OPDEV - Spencers Blackwell Hall Lane. The PC have been advised that a site visit was conducted
with the owners and a Planning Enforcement officer will now be establishing the harm that is present on the site
along with other aspects that have been noted from the visit.

ES/24/00367/OPHH — Trail End, Jasons Hill. The PC were previously made aware of a planning breach by
Buckinghamshire Council and the notice that has been served. A follow up email from the planning inspector
advised that due to an error on the notice, this had been retracted and the owners had been given until the end
of September to submit retrospective planning permission. No action or comment from the PC is needed.

| Agenda topic 10 | Council Business

a.

Outstanding Issues with Buckinghamshire Council.

i Clearance — The Green, Ley Hill. It was agreed that the brambles would be cleared gradually, with each
fortnightly cut of the grass by Buckinghamshire Councils contractors. This was carried out on the first
attendance but no further cutting back occurred since. AB contacted the Estates Manager at
Buckinghamshire Council who acknowledged this had been missed and stated he would reinforce the
message.

ii. Latimer Green. The parish council received an email, after chasing from AB and the Clerk, confirming
there hadn’t been any progress with the terms of reference for a lease of Latimer Green from
Buckinghamshire Council, but committed to getting this done week commencing 1t September. There
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has not been an email or message since. Similarly no update on the repairs required to the pump on the
Green or the bollards which need replacing.

The clerk has explored the route for logging an official complaint and the PC, after asking Cllr Alan Bacon
to escalate the lack of response and action, as the ward councillor for Chesham South on
Buckinghamshire Council. The PC agreed to send a final email outlining the plan to formally complain
about the lack of progress, communication and action on the matter, if a response, and terms of
reference are not received by the PC next meeting in October.

Action: Clerk to send final email, copying in Clir Bacon, the estates manager and senior management at
Buckinghamshire Council.

b. Chenies and Latimer conservation area. Chenies parish councillor is working with the Heritage team at
Buckinghamshire Council, to review the conservation area around Chenies. They are keen to talk about the
benefits this could have for Latimer conservation area, and would like an initial conversation on the matter.

Action: Clerk to forward email to JD and CG who will reach out to the Chenies parish councillor.

c¢. Memorial Bench. There has been a request for a memorial bench to be placed within the golf club grounds. This
has been approved by Buckinghamshire Council and the golf club will liaise with the family to proceed.

Action: Clerk to confirm with the family that this can be arranged with the golf club.

d. Ley Hill School.
i History week. The school are holding a history week (6" Oct — 10'" Oct) and are interested to hear from
any residents that may be willing to share stories of how Ley Hill has changed over the years, or share
pictures and artefacts. They asked if the PC knew of anyone.

Action: AB to consider who may be best suited and contact the school.

ii.  School centenary. The headteacher has reached out and would like to invite the parish councillors to go
into school and meet with her, to discuss how they can be more involved in the community and how,
together, the school and PC can celebrate the school’s centenary in 2027. AB and ST willing to meet with
headteacher.

e. Drainage works. The contractors have confirmed that phase 1 of the works started on 15" September and is
scheduled to last 2 weeks. Residents were communicated with via email about the start date and proposed
phases of works.

f. Golf course posts. The series of posts separating the golf course and the 60mph road are showing signs of
disrepair, rotting and falling, along Blackwell Hall Lane, from the second tee. The PC discussed whether they
could contribute to the cost of replacing these posts, if the golf club were willing and able to install them. EK
agreed to arrange a quotation for the cost of the posts, and a decision can be made from there how best to
proceed.
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Action: EK to arrange a quotation for the posts replacement.

g. Tipping. Land to the side of Kiln Lane is being utilised as a small scale waste transfer site. This will be reported
to the enforcement team at Buckinghamshire Council, with a photo to support the breach.

Action: AB to send photo to Clerk who in turn will report to the enforcement team.

h. Ashley Green & Whelpley Hill Neighbourhood Plan. Ashley Green have initiated a neighbourhood plan steering
group and held a public drop in meeting on the 29%" July to gather feedback. ST attended and feedback to the
PC. The steering group have support from an external consultant, as well as a number of volunteers who have
significant experience in the field. The Clerk confirmed there is still a large amount of work involved and the
costs are in excess of £20k. The proposals and proposed sites for development were displayed at the
consultation. The PC have considered a neighbourhood plan for Latimer and Ley Hill previously and are
interested to see how this progresses for Ashley Green.

Any Other Business

Clerk. The Clerk has moved and will update the address for the PC on all letterheads, the website and on burial
ground paperwork.

Date of next meeting. The PC proposed the October meeting was brought forward by a week due to limited
availability on the original date. The meeting will now be held on 16" October.

Meeting Closed at | 8.55pm |

Signed:

Date:

Councillor Anne Birkett (Chairman)

Latimer and Ley Hill Parish Council

Next PC Meeting| 16" October | St Mary Magdalene Church Hall, Latimer | 7.15pm
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