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FROM THE ARCHIVES - THE HISTORY OF LEY HILL 

MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 

They Ley Hill Memorial Institute was officially opened on Saturday 14th January, 1922,    

after much work and money-raising efforts. It was considered a much needed building and 

would be a permanent memorial for those who fell in the Great War of 1914-18. The only 

other buildings in the neighbourhood were the Methodist Chapel in Ley Hill and St. 

George’s Church at Tylers Hill, and any tea-party, sale of work or entertainment had to be 

held in the actual place of worship. 

The Ley Hill Women’s Institute was started in September 1918. The initial meetings were 

held in private houses, but as everyone was anxious to join, this was not feasible for long. 

Permission was, therefore, obtained from the Lord of the Manor to use the Old Schoolroom 

over the Common (now used as a private dwelling). This had not been used as a school for 

many years and was then only used for meetings of the Parish Council, Ley Hill Sick Club 

and Coal and Clothing Clubs. Eventually an Infant Welfare Centre was started here - also a 

Girls Club. The building, however, was small and poorly furnished, and it became more and 

more important to make efforts to build a hall. The Women’s Institute held three Summer 

Fetes in the grounds of Grove Priory, Bayman Manor and White Hill House, and raised 

over £300, which was a lot of money in those days, and this was handed over to the Building 

Fund. The site was given by the late Lord Chesham, and the rubble from the ruins of a   

Baptist Chapel which originally stood at the corner of Kiln Lane, was used for the            

foundations.  

When the building was completed, a number of Trustees were appointed and the Opening 

Day decided upon. At the Opening Ceremony, speeches were made to a Hall packed to   

capacity, and included stalls and refreshments, and was considered a big success and a good 

start, and was soon made good use of by the various clubs. 

The first President was the late Mr James Brown, whose son Mr A J Brown, and daughter 

Miss D Brown are still Members and Trustees of the Institute. The first Secretary and          

Treasurer was Mr A Martin. 

There were not, of course, the amenities in the Hall that there are today. There were plain 

wooden chairs and paraffin lamps for lighting, as electricity didn’t come to Ley Hill until 

about 1930, and gas even later, and there was no bus service. 

Lady Susan Truman gave the curtains for the stage and the members of the Women's         

Institute made them. 

The Committee Room, Kitchen and Toilets were added to the building in the late 1920s. 

The Institute was regularly let in the 1930s to the London Boys and Girls Brigades for a 

week in August, for their Summer Camps. 



A Billiard Table was purchased and members were able to use this, on the payment of a 

small fee. 

Dances, Concerts and Whist Drives were regularly held, which supplied a major part of the 

Institute’s income. The Women's Institute  held Dressmaking Classes and Health and   

Beauty Classes and Miss Bangay ran a Girls Club which met weekly on a Wednesday     

evening. 

During the first years of the 1939-45 War, the Decca Record Company hired the Institute to 

store their apparatus, and were given permission to use the Hall for recording purposes, if 

necessary. The A.R.P. used the Committee Room as a First Aid Post. 

It was during the early part of the War that the Institute was first used by The Bucks          

Education Authority as a Classroom for the Evacuee children. The Troops who were sta-

tioned in the vicinity were granted permission to use the Institute for recreation purposes 

when off  duty. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES - THE HISTORY OF LEY HILL 

MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 



This hand tinted panorama of the village gives something of an impression of what it looked 

like in the early C20th. The picture has been built up from several images joined by digital  

editing. It is based on a centre section original postcard. To the very far right we can see The 

Chapel with three side windows and it seems that the Memorial Institute has yet to be built. 

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of our lovely Memorial Hall, I thought it would be good 

to take a look back on how life was for our village ancestors, with these visions of a lost      

corner of England we are all too young to have known.  

 

The village was far more self-contained then than the settlement we know and love today. 

The unmade roads were dusty in summer and muddy in winter. The only utility service was 

mains water that had been brought in by The Berkhamsted Water Company two decades 

earlier. But clearly not even all houses had the luxury of a tap and some occupiers would still 

visit the well on the common or a standpipe. The local waste tip seems to have been opposite 

Marlyn Cottage, as there were no council rubbish collections. Lord Chesham was the revered 

major land owner and Margaret Long recalled to me that her father would doff his cap to 

him if ever he passed by. Motorised transport would be a rare sight, the horse was still king.  

 

The Sanders blacksmiths (to the left of The Swan in the above photo) along with at least two 

other smithies in the village would shoe horses, repair carts and farm implements, forge tools 

and railings for this largely agricultural community. Darvell’s, the wheelwrights, was in the 

barn at the top of Jason’s Hill on the right near the triangle and is currently undergoing some 

renovation (the old bar on which a symbolic wheel once hung seems to have been removed 

from the gable recently). Brick making would also be a major local employer as the Cowcroft 

brickworks were in full swing. 

 

If you worked or shopped in Chesham (pronounced Chezzum in the local dialect of the      

period) then you invariably walked, a motor bus service only started in 1925. Even some  

people from the village commuting on the train, walked to Little Chalfont and back daily.  

Mr Clarke ran a taxi service to Boxmoor station with his horse and trap. There was no public  

telephone until 1933 when it was made available at the Post Office situated to the right of 

The Crown.  
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Although from 1933, this image of workers at Sanders’ Forge replacing the metal tyre on a horse drawn   car-

riage would have been unchanged from our dateline of 1921. Photo Neil Rees collection. 

 

A shorter 9-hole golf course on the common left more space for other activities and sheep 

could be freely grazed. Local football and cricket teams provided additionally sporting            

activities. But the pubs would have been the community centres and quoits were played    

outside. The heavy iron hoops being another product forged by the smith. Hunting with 

hounds was very popular with the local gentry and the sound of tooting horns and barking 

dogs heard often throughout the year. 
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People were generally more religious than today with the two churches well attended and also 

very much at the centre of a lot of community life.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a lovely group of very young children waiting to enter St George’s church around our 1921 dateline. 

Stan Twelftree could remember an old farm workers wooden caravan parked in the area that is now the car 

park and he took Bible classes in it as a boy. 

The village had its own constable and the Parish Council had the responsibility to buy hand-

cuffs and truncheons etc. Milk deliveries would come round the village daily in a cart. Farmer 

Alfred Wells had a horse drawn snow-plough and did his best to keep the roads clear in   

winter. The Swan PH had a small building in front of it named “Sweet Pea Cottage”.  It had 

garage style doors opening onto the common and housed a horse drawn cart, which was used 

to take children to school in Berkhamsted and run a taxi service to Little Chalfont.  

The year 1921 would actually turn out to be a watershed one of change that would ultimately 

redefine Ley Hill into more of the community we all see today. The Government repealed 

the wartime Corn Production Act which guaranteed some grain and potato revenue for   

farmers, but immediately the price of grain collapsed. Mr Ford of Shepherds Farm, one of 

Lord Chesham’s tenant farmers, was almost bankrupted and he gave up the tenancy. Little 

thanks he felt for all his wartime production efforts to feed the Nation.  

Lord Chesham also probably felt financial strain and 150 plots of building land were put up 

for sale. The Council built Joiners Close on some of the land; with only a few of the other 

plots selling, the village ended up with houses dotted here and there along roads that bor-

dered the old farm. Over the years the gaps have now been filled. The Browns from Crab 

Tree Farm had properties built on their land as the Sanders family blacksmiths had done 

with properties to the south of them. Many of the older, two up two down, cottages were run 

down and still had tile covered earth floors. The Parish Council had, some years earlier been 

taken to task about the state of Crown Cottages, which suffered from flooding. 

The noise of new style farm tractors might just start to grate, but the tinkle of hammers on the 

Sanders anvils, the rolling chirrup of the skylarks flying high over corn stooks drying in small 

patchwork fields edged with glistening flints, defined Ley Hill in 1921. 

People didn’t move around as they do today. If anyone is interested in researching their local 

family surname, I have an electronic scanned copy of the individual pages from the 1924  

Latimer (Ley Hill) voters register. It is in alphabetical order, so providing a copy of a name 

would be simple.             Neil Lamond. (neillamond@outlook.com) 
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The original hall was built on land donated by Lord Chesham and finished in 1921 but the 

official opening was held over until 14th January the next year. The Hall was registered as a 

charity in 1921. Fund raising had been going on for a number of years to complete the   

building, which cost approximately £700. The Council built Joiners Close the same year, 

which was over-subscribed immediately, so a careful selection process took place to allocate 

new tenancies. 

The Ley Hill Women’s Institute had been founded in September 1918. After initial       

meetings in a private house, they used the old schoolroom across the common. It had not 

been used as a school for many years and was mainly the Parish Council meeting room, Ley 

Hill Sick Club and Coal and Clothing Club house, later followed by an Infant Welfare    

Centre and Girls Club. The schoolhouse was small so it became more and more important 

to build a bigger hall. The WI then started the fund-raising task and plans were made for a 

new building. There was much fund raising including £300 raised at three summer fetes and 

additional money required was loaned by some private individuals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                

 

The Old Memorial Institute Hall 

The new hall was largely a wooden construction (48ft x 24ft) that required regular coats of 

exterior creosote. It was built on a foundation of rubble from a Baptist Chapel that had stood 

on the corner of Kiln Lane next to Moss Cottage. Heat was provided by fuel burning stoves 

with chimneys; water was boiled in a copper above a wood fire and night lighting was by   

provided by paraffin/oil lamps. In the winter a caretaker would go in early to light fires before 

hirers arrived. There was an exterior lamp above the entrance gate with “War Memorial    

Institute” printed on it. The hall was dedicated to those from the village who fell in The 

Great War and was conceived as a place where locals could come and meet; play darts, 

cards, billiards, read etc.  For a small subscription any villager could become a member and 

use the facilities. The first Chairman was Mr James Brown (who still has descendants in the 

village) and Mr A Martin was the first Secretary and Treasurer. In the late 1920s extensions 

were added to provide a “scullery” (kitchen), a committee room and toilets. The house to the 

right of the village hall was built by public subscription for the District Nurse. 

THE OLD MEMORIAL  JUBILEE HALL 



A billiards table was purchased in 1922 for £27/10/-. There was some segregation of sexes at 

this stage with many local discussions on this matter - Wednesday night was “Ladies night”. 

From 1923 the Ley Hill football club hired the hall on Saturday afternoons as changing 

rooms (fee: one shilling). In 1927 a play called “Eager Heart” was rehearsed and performed 

(maybe one for the current Luvvies to re-enact).                                                                    

Electricity did not arrive in the village until 1930; the Hall was actually connected in 1932. In 

1935 Lord Chesham became Hall President and the hall was beautifully decorated for a   

party commemorating the King’s Silver Jubilee. This same year Stan Twelftree joined the 

committee and stayed on it until the early 2000s.                                                                  

Also, around this time the Hall was hired for a week every August by London Boys and Girls 

Brigades who camped on the Common, having marched from Chesham station. The Boys 

Brigade presented the Hall with a photo of themselves in 1930.                                               

The minutes from Hall Trustees and Committee going back to 1922 show that activities in 

the village have changed little over the years. Annual fetes and flower shows were big         

attractions and dances and whist drives were always popular. Local groups have hired the hall 

to promote their own activities and annual stage shows have been rehearsed and performed 

for the collective enjoyment of the community for a 100 years now. In 1938 Mrs Locke of 

Kinta House, Botley presented the Hall with the Kinta Cup for most points in classes 1-14 in 

the flower and produce show. She would be proud to know this is still being awarded        

annually – such is the heritage that the Hall has provided to the community. 

 
The Ley Hill, Whelpley Hill & Ashley Green Home Guard.  Leader Tony Harman centre front. 

During the 2nd World War the windows were blacked out and the local A.R.P used the   

committee room as a first aid post. Decca Record company stored recording equipment in 

the hall and evacuee children also took some lessons there. Troops stationed locally were 

able to use the hall for recreational purposes. Throughout the conflict the Hall was even 

more the centre of the community and fundraising, for all the causes and pleas that came in 

almost monthly. In 1943 the first electric boiler was installed. In 1945 something of a lending 

library was set up and on May 7th that year the Evacuee School ceased. Amersham and 

Chesham had taken a greater percentage of evacuee children relative to their population than 

anywhere else in the country. The annual flower show was suspended until 1947 as         

committee’s time and effort went into fund raising for the war effort. The Hall Trustees    

voted to send every soldier, who had formerly lived in the village, 5 shillings (25p) every 

Christmas whilst hostilities continued. At the end of the war, returning service personnel 

were given £3/10/- (£3.50) each from Institute funds.  
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After the war things settled down much as they had been, with several of the same people 

who had founded the Institute still giving their time to the service of the community. In     

January 1947 the new Roll of Honour plaque was agreed but not actually commissioned 

from Howard Bros, Chesham until October 1948. It was finally dedicated by the Bishop of 

Buckinghamshire on 10th September 1949. The 1948 minutes record they are now being 

written with a pen called a “Biro”. Right up until 1952 the Hall Committee had to apply to 

the local Food Office for extra supplies of tea and sugar if events were to be held. In 1952 a 

“Coronation Committee” was set up and they were given free use of the hall.  

For many years it is recorded that a poppy wreath was placed on the Hall’s memorial tablet 

and in 1954 Mrs J Brown had bequeathed £50 to ensure this happened each year. In 1954 

Miss A Catling presented the Catling Cup to the Flower Show. Once again this is still        

presented each year. In 1956 Mr H Hawes, who had served as Secretary to the Trustees and 

Treasurer for 33 years, moved away from the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community outings often left from the Hall or the Chapel.  

Here is an early 1960s coach trip ready to depart. 

 

Apparently as more and more people bought televisions hall hirings and community       

gatherings dropped off considerably in the late 50s and 60s. Amazingly gas heaters were not 

installed until 1975 and coke stoves were used until that time. Structural repairs had now 

started to become a headache for the Hall Committee as it started to feel its age. Also, in 

1975 Miss Bangay and Mr C Richardson were honoured by the Committee as members 

since 1922. The Hall committee arranged a party on the Common for Her Majesty’s Silver 

Jubilee in 1977. Most houses still had cesspit drainage; the Hall didn’t go on to mains    

drainage until 1977! In 1978 Sue Woodstock (as part of the Hall Committee) started the   

village newsletter called “News and Views”, and a name board was put up outside the hall. 
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Hirings did eventually pick up and people became more interested again in community 

events, clubs and sports in the hall. Once again it was decided it needed to grow in size and in 

1978 big plans were drawn up to extend to the rear and the north side, thus creating a hall of 

similar layout and footprint to the one we have today. This work cost in the region of  

£12,000.             Neil Lamond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newly extended kitchen and hall in the 1980s.                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the exterior of the Old Memorial Hall. 
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We all know that the Memorial Hall is a fantastic venue for all sorts of events! We searched through the  

archives and racked our brains to find 100 uses of the hall? How many of these events have you attended?  

100 USES OF THE MEMORIAL HALL 

Ballet Health & Wellbeing Fair Luvvies Productions Library 

Jazzercise Pensioner’s Lunches Tea Dance Parish Council Meetings 

Queen’s Jubilees Auctions of Promises London Boys & Girls     

Brigade 

Ferret Racing 

Scouts Weight Training  Open Meeting for the Swan Strawberry Suppers 

Flower Club  Charity Breakfasts Spanish Evening  Coronation Committee 

meeting 

Drawing Classes Table Tennis Cubs Adventurers 

Beetle Drives Yoga Health & Beauty Classes Keep Fit 

Harvest Suppers Christenings Roaming Suppers Camping 

Badminton Club Football Club First Aid Post WW2 Martial Arts 

Salsa Classes Youth Club Musical Productions Litter Blitz HQ 

Birthday Parties Dog Club Millennium Party Magicians 

Reading Room Whist Drive Guide Xmas Fayres Beavers 

W I Liquidation Sales Flower & Produce Shows Rugcraft society 

Bridge  Club Hall committee meetings ARP Sale of Sundries WW2 Evacuee School 

Bazaars Drama productions Pilates Labour Party meetings 

Polling Station Carol Singing Beekeepers Funerals 

Quiz evenings Burns Nights Ballroom Dances Troops Recreation 

Home Guard HQ Darts Club Anniversary parties Lecture Theatre 

Tai Chi classes Indoor Bowls Thursday Minimarkets Muslim Wedding         

Preparation 

Spring Balls Barn Dances WW2 Music Recordings Folk Dances 

Weddings Royal Weddings Comedians Valentine’s Dance 

Girls Club Classroom Horse Racing Evening Conservative Party meetings 

Dressmaking Classes Bar mitzvahs Short Tennis Fund raising in WW2 

Billiards Western Evening Safety Fair New Years Eve Parties 

Jumble Sales V E Day  parties Bingo Coffee and Chats 



ARTISTS IMPRESSION OF THE NEW HALL 



REBUILDING THE MEMORIAL HALL 

I can still recall vividly a phone call with Wendy Holman, wife of the then President of the 

Trustees, John Holman, one evening back in 1996. She rang to ask if I would like to take on 

the role of Treasurer to the Hall, succeeding Melanie Bettridge who had decided to call it a 

day after many years in the role. Somewhat flattered at being asked and thinking that it can 

only involve an hour or two of work each month I was happy to ‘do my bit’ for Ley Hill’s 

wonderful community that we had joined in 1986 and had no hesitation in accepting the 

role.  

And so began my close involvement with the Hall that has lasted for a quarter of a century 

and counting! I had no real appreciation at the time of what the Trustees were discussing in 

1996, in terms either of significant refurbishment of the existing hall or building a new one, 

and what that might involve for the Treasurer. Ignorance was bliss!  

 

Within months though, in April 1997 the Trustees passed a resolution “That this Institute 

should be rebuilt” and I was completely sucked in to the project by the sheer enthusiasm of 

the likes of John, Neil Lamond and others as I joined the Project Committee and soon was 

appointed a Trustee myself.  

 

The Project Committee initially comprised John, Neil, Lindsay Faulkner, Reg Gregory, 

Cathy Fleet, Anne Lee and myself, and others became involved a little later, notably Paul 

Forster and architect John Vize. As events turned out fortunately we formed quite a          

formidable team and somewhere in our ranks we by and large had all of the specialist 

knowledge that the project needed. Everyone played a very important part and contributed a 

huge amount of time. 

 

I can honestly say that my involvement with the Hall has been extremely rewarding and the 

rebuilding project is one of the most, if not the most, satisfying achievements that I have ever 

been part of.  We soon came up with an estimate of £250,000 to rebuild the Hall, and in the 

bank at the time we had £7,000! In those days it was £2 an hour to hire the hall and I often 

joked that it would have been cheaper to live in the Hall at that rate than a house in Ley Hill! 

So where were we going to find the missing £243,000 from? 

 

One of the first tasks was to gain the support of the local community for the re-build project 

and a number of people meetings were held to explain the Hall’s predicament and the      

implications of following a re-build strategy. It was quickly apparent that the Ley Hill       

community was strongly in favour of the project but inevitably somewhat sceptical about how 

it would be financed. From our initial research we anticipated receiving £125,000 from the 

National Lottery’s Millennium Commission, £50,000 from local authorities and £75,000 

from our own fund raising initiatives. The plan was to have the project completed and the 

new hall opened for the new Millennium on 1 January 2000. So we had a deadline. 

 

At the project’s launch night on 18 June 1997, we raised the grand sum of £46.36, but it was 

a start! It did not take long though for our own fund raising initiatives to gather pace and an 

appeal for volunteers reaped great rewards. Some of our community were very generous via 

Gift Aid donations to the Appeal Fund and another tax efficient means of giving at the time 

known as Deeds of Covenant.  



We had plenty of fun too raising monies with events such as a summer fete, auction of  

promises, barbecue, line dance, bridge evening, quiz and variety show. We also sold         

merchandise, notably an annual very popular Ley Hill calendar, mugs emblazoned with an 

image of the new hall and a Ley Hill cookery book containing recipes from local contribu-

tors. We also asked households to take one of our brightly coloured watering cans sourced 

from the Early Learning Centre to collect small change and 49 households signed up to this. 

(Counting and banking the ensuing mountain of copper coins however was something of a 

mission)! By now an hour or two a week in the Treasurer’s role had become about 10! 

 

I’ve found one of my slides from one of our public meetings which focussed on the £75,000 

we hoped to raise from our own efforts. I’m not sure where the figure of 534 came from 

(possibly the Electoral Register for our catchment area) but I worked out that raising £75,000 

from 534 households over 3 years was the equivalent of 90pence per household per week so 

instead of buying a lottery ticket residents were asked to put it towards the fund and we could 

all be winners. (The original hall had been funded by weekly donations of 3d (old pence) 

from local residents). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the outset the success of the project revolved around a successful application to the  

National Lottery and in particular its Millennium Fund, a significant part of which had been 

earmarked for the repair/re-build of many halls around the country like our own.  So many 

were of a basic wooden structure that had a finite life. But the Lottery would only find 65% of 

the project value, so 35% had to be generated by what was known as ‘matched funding’. We 

saw this as coming from a combination of our own efforts and local authorities but instead of 

local authorities coming up with a hoped for £50,000 we were only able to obtain grants of 

£7,500 from each of the local and parish councils. Both very significant of course but not 

quite as much as we had hoped for. 

 

By now the project team had appointed local architect JohnVize to prepare drawings and   

advise generally and to minimise potential planning issues it was agreed to build the new hall 

using the same footprint as the old hall. The council however rejected early stage plans      

because of parking considerations, but thankfully these objections were later withdrawn. 

Time was of the essence as we knew we were in a competitive situation as regards the Millen-

nium Commissions ‘21st Century Halls for England Programme’ as their pot was a finite one. 

In April 1998 we had a huge setback when we were unsuccessful in moving towards the final 

stage progression of our application and were advised that for the 62 grant awards available 

there had been 461 proposals and 371 applications. We needed to convince the National 

Lottery that we could come up with the required level of matched funding. 
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We wrote begging letters to as many major local organisations and banks, building societies  

etc as well as other public and charitable bodies as we could think of, much of it on the back 

of a detailed questionnaire from Ley Hill residents asking about their spending habits, where 

they banked, which supermarket they used and so on. Alongside this work we were firing off 

detailed applications to organisations such as the Foundation for Sport & The Arts, which 

came up trumps with a grant of £15,000 to finance the hall floor and stage curtains.       

Meanwhile we received £1,250 from Lloyds Bank to finance a hearing loop. We were trying 

to   relate our funding requirements to the charitable policies of these organisations. We even 

wrote to the BBC’s Ground force programmes to see if they would like a village hall garden 

project. That one was unsuccessful. 

 

Then we hit on what is known as the ‘Landfill tax rebate scheme’ and researched whether we 

could make an application under this given the community nature of our project. To qualify 

we needed to be, as the crow flies, within 10 miles of an operating landfill site and the Hall is 

9.8 miles from the Onyx site in Beaconsfield! To cut a long story short, thanks to the       

considerable assistance of The Groundwork Trust, a spin off from the Department of the 

Environment which put our project to Onyx, who operated the Beaconsfield site, we were 

awarded a grant of £60,000 from the Onyx Environmental Trust and suddenly the matched 

funding criteria was met. Game on! 

 

All our efforts culminated in an offer letter from the National Lottery on 29 September 1998 

awarding a grant of £160,000. In about 15 months we had gone from zero to our original    

estimated target of £250,000, But this was on the back of an immense amount of work from 

the project team and others. Each application for money from either a public or private     

organisation inevitably required a huge amount of form filling and accompanying              

documentation, but wow, was it satisfying when the fruits of our labour turned to funds in the 

Appeal account! Ten hours a week was now about 20, but worth it. 

 

In getting to this stage various members of the project team had met or corresponded with 

many third parties who were able to advise us on different aspects of the project. These     

included the Bucks Council for Voluntary Service, the Association of Communities in Rural 

England and 21st Century Halls for England, as well of course as the National Lottery,        

Entrust, HMRC, Chiltern District Council, Latimer Parish Council and every organisation we 

sought financial assistance from.  

 

So we could now start the tender process for a builder and tenders had to be returned by 15 

January 1999. This process resulted in the appointment of Rickmansworth-based Chesworth 

Construction. Their main man was Wally Chesworth and in the ensuing months we all got to 

know Wally very well. In April the original hall was sadly demolished and taken away, but it 

had served the community extremely well and its time was up.  

 

In no time at all the footings were laid and in May Margaret Long, whose family had been 

heavily involved in the original 1921 project, appropriately laid the foundation stone for the 

new hall.   

 

REBUILDING THE MEMORIAL HALL 



Watching the Hall go up through the summer was very exciting to those of us that had been 

so close to the project as it gradually began to mirror the original ‘artist’s impression’ created 

by John Vize at the start. Its basic steel frame looked very imposing at first but as the bricks 

went up and the roof was laid it quickly started to resemble the envisaged ‘built to last’     

community facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But fund raising continued (we wanted to equip the hall to a high standard) and amongst   

other things I found myself having to satisfy HMRC that for VAT purposes the project was 

zero rated. This was pretty fundamental to the costings!  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laying of the foundation stone by Margaret Long, Reg Gregory, Lindsay Faulkner,        

Cathy Fleet and 
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Meanwhile Wally and his team quietly went about their business and as well as John Vize, 

the practical input (and time) of Lindsay Faulkner and Reg Gregory experience hugely   

benefitted the project. The project team continued to meet regularly and by September 

2000 our total fund raising had reached £275,000 now we could at last be confident that our 

deadline would be met and we started to plan an opening event. Lord Chesham and his 

wife agreed to come along as did the Archdeacon of Buckingham amongst others, and on 3 

December 1999 we held the official opening in the presence of invited guests and some of 

the pupils from Ley Hill School. 

 

Phew, job done! At the final count we raised over £300,000 from all sources and thank you 

again to each and every donor, sponsor, contributor and fund raiser for the magnificent   

effort that enabled the project to be completed.  We hope that those from the local       

community that served in the two World Wars, some of whom of course gave the ultimate 

sacrifice, would have been impressed with the new Memorial Hall.   

 

In the last 21 years thousands of users and visitors to the Hall have reaped the benefits. 

Let’s hope it sees us through the Hall’s next hundred years and beyond. 

 

Ian Walter 

REBUILDING THE MEMORIAL HALL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Holman, Neil Lamond and Lady Chesham December 3rd 1999  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ley Hill School Choir 

OPENING OF THE NEW VILLAGE HALL  



MEMORIES FROM  DAVID DARVELL 

The first Carol singing was in the early 80's. Lindsay Faulkner led it as he did every year until 

about 3 years ago. He asked me to bring my guitar and his daughter Rebecca played the     

recorder. Probably about thirty people attended. 

The next year we had Ian Brough on keyboards and Richard Sanders provided the           

amplification with some very large speakers! Tony Long looked after the fire. That was the 

pattern for the future which has continued ever since. 

The first Show we did was in October 1993. "Old time Musical Hall." Lorraine Pearce and 

Cathy Fleet produced it. I remember doing a Melodrama with Margaret Long and it was my 

first attempt at "stage" magic, after years of entertaining children at birthday parties (quite    

different!), with my beautiful assistant Delores (Barry Holt)!   

With sketches, a chorus and some great dancers, the Show was a success, and thus was born 

"Ley Hill Luvvies". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So many memories of the shows.... Neil Lamond doing a very moving monologue as a RAF 

pilot........Craig Joiner singing.......Di Burnett (a professional actress) singing and doing  

sketches .......Paul Woodstock singing Irish songs with Steve Bates.......Eric Watsham playing 

the saw........a lovely Australian lady, Cheryl Hansen, entertaining us and being my assistant 

when "Delores" wasn't available .... the chorus.. and..... the dancers! 

 

As for the Hall itself ...Barn Dances .... Quizzes ..Parties....the Village Show every             

September......Strawberry Suppers ......Weddings ..... (My parents had their reception there 

in July 1939) ......it is always there, like an old faithful friend. 

 

My mother (born in 1910 at Spencers) told me as a child, she remembers her father (my 

grandfather) Albert Bruton coming home from meetings about the Hall, saying,,,,"they are 

arguing again"! 

 

I am not sure if he was involved in the original setting up of the Hall but he may well have 

been. He was a Brickmaker at Cowcroft and also dug the graves at St. George's.  

 

David Darvell 



I have lived in this wonderful village since 1971 and the hall has played a big part in our    

family’s life. I was on the Hall Committee (for the first time) back in the 1970’s when in 1978 

we thought it would be a good idea to issue news of forthcoming events and other matters of 

possible interest to local people – hence the first edition of ‘Ley Hill Views & News’ was    

issued in 1978 of which I was the first editor. 3 editions a year have followed since. That first 

edition bears little resemblance to the great publications we have now – I typed each page on 

a separate ‘stencil’ and tried very hard not to make a typing error as you had to paint a      

substance on the error and after it had dried type the correct letter! I’d then take the stencils 

(only 2 pages of foolscap for the first edition) to Mrs Barstow who lived in a very old-

fashioned September Lodge, Jason’s Hill, and she would roll it off on her Roneo/Gestetner 

printer. How times change. The first edition we have is from August 1979 when ‘forthcoming 

events’ were a Children’s BBQ in aid of the Playgroup, Family Bingo, the Flower & Produce 

Show, Mini Market and Barn Dance. The Newsletter also contained articles from the      

Playgroup and Mother & Toddlers Group, St. Georges Church, Dog Club, Strawberry    

Supper, Cricket Club and Patrick Heron (who then lived in Crabtree Farm) on Blue Tits and 

Tree Sparrows. After several editors including Cliff & Beryl Wardle the mantle has passed to 

Anne Birkett who makes a superb job of a much more onerous task. Long may Anne’s     

tenure continue. 

 

There follows just some of my many memories: 

For some years there was a monthly Thursday Mini Market to enable local groups to raise 

funds by having a stall where they could sell unwanted articles, clothes, books, bric-a-brac,  

refreshments etc. - cakes, jam/marmalade, toys etc raised much needed funds for the        

Playgroup. 

Jumble/Rummage Sales were often held by the various organisations in those days. They are 

virtually non-existent now maybe due to the rise of charity shops.   

 

1977 saw the first annual Carol Singing outside the Hall round a blazing brazier followed by 

hot punch/coffee and mince pies inside – it always gets you in the Christmas spirit. 

 

For many years a Strawberry Supper took place each July and also a Christmas party in     

December – these events were much looked forward to and well attended by families.       

Hilarious games were played such as musical hats, passing a balloon between your team’s 

knees, passing a thimble from straw to straw held by the mouth, cutting a bar of chocolate 

with a knife and fork and many more. One Strawberry Supper fell on the day of Live Aid in 

1985 and I recall disappearing home for a short while to change the video!  

 

In the 80’s I ran a Short Tennis Club for children over about 6 years of age – we practised in 

the Hall and as a result were able to compete in a then annual tournament for Under 8’s and 

Under 10’s held at the Ludwig Guttman centre at Stoke Mandeville – singles and doubles. 

These were great fun, and the children achieved much success. 

SUE WOODSTOCK’S MEMORIES OF THE HALL 



Since goodness knows when a Pensioners’ Party (since called Seniors’ Lunch) is held         

annually with historically funds collected at the local pubs. For as long as I have helped and/

or remember it has been arranged by Margaret (the food) and Lindsay Faulkner (the          

entertainment) with many helpers and entertainers over the years. The average age of         

attendees is getting higher and higher as none of us want to think of ourselves as ‘seniors’ – 

think again as you are missing a brilliant lunch and get together. 

 

A highlight of the year is the Flower, Produce & Craft Show held each September. Everyone 

is encouraged to enter something from say vegetables, flowers, baking, handicrafts, photos, 

limerick and more. There is always a second-hand book stall (except this and last year due to 

Covid), refreshments and a raffle. Competition can sometimes be fierce, but it is a wonderful 

chance to come and see the exhibits, browse the books, buy a raffle ticket, have a cup of tea 

and partake of a cream tea and/or home-made cake whilst seeing and catching up with     

people you may not have seen for a while. One abiding memory/nightmare I have dates back 

to a show in the 70’s – I submitted a home-made loaf of bread (I used to make bread week 

in/week out) and when it was cut there was a hole right through the middle! 

Luckily the entries are anonymous unless of course you win! For many years  

dating back to the Second World War the domestic classes were judged by our 

local baking family, Mr & Mrs Darvell. Many of us try year after year to win one 

of the cups – why don’t you have a go next year?  

 

A more recent introduction to the Hall’s year is the Roaming Supper, the first one being in 

2018, but unfortunately due to Covid we were not able to hold one this year or last. It was 

much enjoyed by those who took part in the two we have held – we start with aperitifs and 

nibbles at the Hall, disperse to whoever our hosts are that year, then all meet back at the Hall 

for dessert and cheese. Perhaps next June/July Covid permitting you would like to take part? 

Keep an eye on News & Views! 

Sue Woodstock 

SUE WOODSTOCK’S MEMORIES OF THE HALL 



HALL MEMORIES FROM THE PETERSONS 

BURN’S NIGHT SUPPERS 

 During the 1990s, due to popular demand, we ran annual Burn’s Night Suppers where the         

notorious Ceilidh Band, The Coprolites, played and their caller got everyone up to dance a 

wonderful selection of Scottish dances. It wasn’t always held on 25th January but a Saturday 

closest to that date. 

Supper, of course, was haggis, tatties and neeps with a good measure of whisky and then I  

remember having to search for the traditional cranachan recipe and perfect its preparation. 

On many occasions, the infamous Rob Fletcher in full Scottish dress (what did he have under 

his kilt, I wonder?!!!) ceremoniously brought in the Haggis with bagpipes playing and recited 

the ‘Address to the Haggis’. With his strong Scottish accent, made even stronger after a few 

whiskys, I remember it was pretty difficult to understand the words! 

At the line His knife see rustic Labour dicht, Rob drew his sharp knife (just one from the 

kitchen drawer!) and then at the line An' cut you up wi' ready slicht, he plunged it into the 

haggis and cut it open from end to end. Much fun was had by all as the drinks flowed and 

dances got more chaotic. 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHTS 

There have been very many quiz nights held in the hall over the years but the ones that      

Peterson’s have run more recently have typically been to raise money for charity — not too 

serious and with fun and games included. With 4 -10 in a team and 20 tables, there have   

often been up to 170 taking part. On one occasion, Jokers were actually different animals on 

each table and whenever spot questions were asked or the joker played, the team(s) stood up 

making the appropriate animal sound – very noisy and fun! Sue Woody’s trusted menu for 

an elaborate meat and cheese ploughman’s supper always went down very well. By the end of 

the evening, the scores were counted, most people were worse for wear and prizes awarded – 

not forgetting the wooden spoon award or the bag of Smarties to the loosing team to make 

them ‘smarter’! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARITY SPRING BALLS 

These events started in 2014 when the Peterson family started running the London marathon 

to raise money for Rennie Grove Hospice at Home. Since then we have raised more than 

£30,000 for the charity, thanks to all of you that attended. Jess had the idea and the first one 

was just a ‘black tie’ event where the hall was transformed into an appropriate venue. It was 

so successful, people loved dressing up, sitting at banqueting table for a 3-course meal (OMG 

– cooking for 100 was a real challenge but turned out very successfully and we didn’t poison 

anyone!) and dancing the night away to David Ross’ band. 

So the first Ball supported Sarah, Dave, Scott and Jess who ran the marathon in 2014 - the 

Ball was just a one-off. But no ……...! …. there were many requests for another Ball and so in 

2015 it was Craig’s turn to run the Marathon (just so he could beat Scott’s time!). This time it 

was themed as a Hollywood Ball with appropriate decorations in the Hall. Many commented 

that it didn’t seem like the Hall at all, it had been transformed. The Spring Ball in 2016 was 

themed ‘Alice in Wonderland’. Each year the organisers tried to decorate the Hall better 

than the previous one and with a rabbit hole entrance followed by a small door into the hall 

that was full of teacups, toadstools, playing cards, massive cat and caterpillar along with ‘I’m 

late, I’m late for a very important date’ around the walls, we really did go to town! 

Each Ball raised £4000 — £6000 for charity. It was hard work but well worth it. So in 2018 it 

was the Officer’s Mess ball set in the field with camouflage nets, a helicopter on stage and a 

model bomber plane for dropping £1 coins to win a bottle of whisky. 

Finally, our last Ball was luckily set for 7th March 2020 and one of the last events before   

lockdown - Greased Lightning themed. A great night had by all.  

Dave and Sarah Peterson 

MORE MEMORIES FROM THE PETERSONS 



THE LUVVIES 

Once upon a time in Ley Hill in the early 1990’s local stalwart Lorraine Pearce was inspired 

to stage a village variety show to fund raise for the much-needed new roof of our lovely but 

old and creaky Memorial Hall – ‘The Institute’. She called upon anybody who was willing 

and able (some of us less willing and less able!) who were prepared to take to the stage all in 

a good cause! Lorraine produced and directed our ‘Old Tyme Music Hall’ followed in    

subsequent years by ‘Workers’ Playtime’ and ‘Hello Campers’ - Tony Parkin helped with 

the ‘artistic’ side of things and Ray (can’t remember his surname, sorry!) with all things 

‘technical’. Most of us had only previously appeared in the local school’s parents’ pantos – 

but the laughter, fun and genuine sense of camaraderie was addictive. Those great Ley Hill 

Luvvies’ Supper evenings live long in the memory.  

Years passed – I had finished my Mr Motivator aerobic classes and we had a new hall – with 

stage and lighting – which was begging to be used and so in 2008 I was motivated to produce 

some more theatre. The Luvvies called on our local and nearby talent to raise funds for  

charity. Our first show which took place in November 2008 to commemorate 90 years since 

the end of World War 1 (and my 60th birthday!) was ‘Oh What a Lovely War’. This tribute 

shows to those who gave their lives in the Great War had never been staged locally and over 

4 nights in November we had full houses. I asked a friend, Lin Instone, to direct (and she is 

still helping!), the legendary Ray Monk to musically-direct and Angie Reynolds to             

choreograph. Almost by accident we had re-established a new ‘ego-friendly’ theatre company 

– like-minded luvvies with talent and technical expertise – and over the subsequent years we 

have staged musicals and plays by Sondheim, Bennett and Ayckbourn and we have written 3 

original much-acclaimed pieces, the last of which ‘A Poppy for Percy’ was a personal tribute 

to our village war heroes. Everyone gives freely of their time and talents and so far we have 

raised over £26,000 for local charities. Neighbour Jeff Eales and Chesham-based Howard 

and Erica Elson and Carole King have all given so much of their time to ensure that        

community theatre is alive and well and living in Ley Hill – we couldn’t have done all this 

without the help and cooperation of the Hall Committee, Ley Hill Methodist Chapel and                 

St Georges, Tyler's Hill for rehearsal space.  

This November we are staging the brilliant musical comedy ‘Merrily We Roll Along’ – albeit 

with a reduced socially distanced audience. Let’s hope we can get back to going out to the 

theatre againsoon!                                                                                                                                                                     

Paul Woodstock 

 



Joy and I moved into the village in June 1980 and shortly afterwards two neighbours          

cajoled me into playing badminton in the Memorial Hall. I had never played the game in my 

life but had played a fair amount of squash. I found it thoroughly enjoyable with one notable 

exception, “the beams” as they were known. The old wooden building had walls that were 

slowing leaning outwards and to counter that, several metal rods spanned the buildings width 

at the point where the pitched roof met. The rods were not actually that thick but boy did the 

shuttlecock manage to clip them a lot. It resulted in a call of “beam” and the point being 

played again and again. One night I came out as we finished at 10:00 pm to find a silver Ford 

Sierra I had only collected new a few weeks earlier was no longer in the carpark. It was later 

found by police in Dunstable, burnt out! 

 

As we moved into the second half of the 80s and we got to know more people with our      

children being at the primary school, the question was raised “What do you do on New 

Year’s Eve when there are no babysitters left?”, The answer was to have a party for all the 

family in the Memorial Hall. So, for a number of years about twenty or so village families all 

piled into the hall on 31st December, bringing their own drink and snacks. John and Wendy 

Holman were great at organising children’s games – what was the one where kids whacked 

other kids with rolled up newspaper?  Mmmmm, great fun though! With no skills, but plenty 

of my own 45 rpm records I became the regular DJ, which was much to Joy’s annoyance as 

she always moaned that I was on stage at midnight whilst everyone else was hugging their be-

loveds.  

Oh such memories! Now we are probably in bed by 10:30 pm that night! 

Neil and Joy Lamond 

HALL MEMORIES FROM NEIL LAMOND 

OUR MEMORIES OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

EMILY’S SCHOOL OF DANCE 

Marking Ley Hill Memorial Hall’s Centenary allows me to pay tribute to such a great venue 

and to also give me a chance to reflect on my school and students’ achievements. 

Emily’s School of Dance has been hiring Ley Hill Memorial Hall for 20 years! My incredible 

young people attend the hall’s spacious venue for up to 6 classes a week. Together they     

create and share their passion in so many different styles of dance. With such a huge range 

of talent and skill in our local community, it’s wonderful for the students to be able to come 

together to learn and flourish! None of which would be possible without the space that Ley 

Hill Memorial Hall has to offer. 

Thank you for providing my students and business a space to be able to grow and succeed 

for so many years. We will continue to do so for many more to come! 

Emily (Emily’s School of Dance) 



OUR MEMORIES OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

BADMINTON CLUB 
I just have memories of the old hall from way back, when it would take an age to complete a 

game due to the bars holding the hall together as in most old village halls. Other than that, I 

reckon I’ve been playing here for 30 years so I’m one of, if not the ‘oldest’ in more 

ways than one still playing at Ley Hill. 

Many happy memories and sad, with losing 2 members and good friends, way     

before their time.  

We are a great bunch of friends and I look forward to my Tuesday mornings                     

immensely.  

Lyndsey Walker 

TAI-CHI 
Ley Hill Memorial Hall has been our home for over a decade. It feels like home as the    

people running it are locals who care about the community. The sound of familiar voices and 

laughter drifting into the hall when there is a committee meeting assures us that it is in good 

hands! 

Thank you all, especially Ian. Yes, we recognise your laugh!! 

Here’s to many more centenaries to come! 

Happy centenary! 

A perfect place for our T’ai Chi practice.                                              

We have been made very welcome. 

 

Pat Khaihra www.chesham-amersham -tai-chi-school.co.uk 

JAZZERCISE 

We have been holding our dance fitness classes in the Hall for almost 15 years now,         

originally starting on a Wednesday morning with a handful of students. As the years have 

gone on, we have welcomed all ages, abilities and fitness levels, increased in number, added 

extra classes and made many, many friends. We continue to welcome beginners and          

returning faces to what has become our very solid, supportive community.  

As well as working out together several times a week at the Hall, we hold yearly Toy Bank 

collections, MacMillan coffee mornings and charity fund raisers, and the hall was the perfect 

venue for our post Christmas ‘Ceilidh’ in January last year when over 120 of us danced, sang 

and laughed together on a truly unforgettable evening!  

While we live streamed our classes to keep our amazing community connected during the 

pandemic, we couldn’t wait to return to dancing at the Hall on Wednesday, Friday and Satur-

day mornings - There really is no better feeling than that of coming home, and  Ley Hill Hall 

is most definitely that for us!   

Dawn Barber  Jazzercise   dawn@jazzerfit.co.uk    01494 416184 

https://www.facebook.com/jazzercisebucksandherts 

https://www.chesham-amersham/
mailto:dawn@jazzerfit.co.uk


Scouting is all about fuelling futures and firing young people's imaginations. Scouts are do-ers 

and give-it-a-go-ers. We go camping, hiking, abseiling and canoeing. But we also about having 

fun and being with friends every week – playing games, working in a team and taking on new 

challenges. 

1st Tyler’s Hill Beaver Scouts (aged 6-8) and Cub Scouts (aged 8 -10.5) have met in Ley Hill 

Memorial Hall every Tuesday since we moved there in 2005 after the old scout hut could no 

longer be used. Our Scout Troop (aged 10 – 14.5) meet at Ley Hill School on a Thursday. 

For the next 14 years, Akela and Group Scout Leader, Penny Elliott, developed a thriving 

scout group, welcoming a diversity of children from Ley Hill and the surrounding villages.  

During these years, hundreds of beaver and cub scouts have benefitted from Ley Hill       

Memorial Hall. Those four walls have heard many a ‘Grand Howl’ yelled enthusiastically at 

the beginning and end of sessions: ‘Ah-kay-la! We-e-e-e-ll do-o-o-o o-o-o-u-u-r 

BEST!" (Akela - we’ll do our best!). It’s been so important that scouts have enjoyed a large 

meeting space to run around in and spread out when doing the wide variety of games and 

activities we run. Many a proud parent has watched their son or daughter receive their Chief 

Scout Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards at our annual AGM and BBQ.    

During the pandemic, when the hall was closed, our scout leaders skilfully adapted to run an 

online programme to keep us going. When it was safe enough to meet outdoors in small 

groups, we made use of the hall’s garden and patio space. Today as we unveil our new      

memorial bench in the garden, we remember Penny’s legacy of having fun together at our 

wonderful Ley Hill Memorial Hall in the heart of our community.  

 

For further information about scouts, please contact::  

Beavers - Julia Egenberger on 07565 639461            

Cubs - Jo Kimber on 07965 605142 

Scouts - Joanna Jennings on 07979 218667 

Group Scout Leader and volunteering- Sheila Nardone on 07729 336402 

 

1st TYLERS HILL SCOUT GROUP HALL MEMORIES 
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The inaugural meeting took place on 17th December 1953, at the Griffin, Bellingdon 

Road.  These few enthusiasts attended the first meeting at the scout hut and in June 1957 

classes took place in the yard of the Wagon & Horses in Chesham but by March 1958 the 

club was installed at Darsham Hall.  In January 1972 the Club moved to Ley Hill Memorial 

Hall and we are still there today, albeit in a completely new re-built facility which means we 

have been at the hall for nearly 50 years and have trained thousands of dogs. 

The Club was started and exists for two main reasons: to help people train and socialise 

their dogs to a standard where they are well behaved and obedient to their owner’s         

commands.  An obedient dog is a delight to its owner and shows the general public that dogs 

need not be the nuisance they are often claimed to be.   

Secondly, as a meeting place where those who are interested in training dogs to the higher 

standard required for obedience   competition can practice and receive guidance and advice. 

 

Chessvale Dog Training Club is Kennel Club Registered and as such is bound by their Rules 

and Regulations relating to running a dog training organisation.  All the Officers, Committee 

and Trainers are volunteers, give their time freely and are totally committed to continuing 

the fantastic work that has been put into making the Club so successful over the 

years.   Dogs do not need to be registered with the Kennel Club. 

 

The Club is committed to supporting several charities and each year we donate a substantial 

portion of its annual income to local and national organisations which the membership feel 

would benefit from the Club’s support including donating a defibrillator to the hall. 

The hall has perfect facilities for our weekly classes with a well-equipped kitchen, a large 

stage where we can isolate members that have behavioural issues (dog’s not owners!)  The 

organisation during Covid by the hall has worked extremely well and the hall is always clean 

and tidy.  It has also been fantastic for our annual quiz night, Christmas party with cabaret 

and regular matches against other visiting dog clubs (who are always envious of ‘our’ hall).  

We also make use of the meeting room for our committee meetings.                                        

It is really the PERFECT venue! 

We are fortunate to have a large and enthusiastic membership who have supported the club 

over the years, some starting as children and now returning with their own family to train 

their dogs.  Some members have trained multiple dogs with us over the years!  Their        

support has been invaluable over the recent pandemic, and we are eager to get back to 

‘normal’ training after having to operate under strict covid restrictions. The club meets on 

Thursday evenings throughout the year.                                                 

Visit: chessvaledogtrainingclub.org for more information or our Facebook page 

https://www.chesvaledogtrainingclub.org/contact.php
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/


OUR MEMORIES OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

DRAWING CLASS 
Thirty years ago, I went on a weekend course where I encountered a most inspirational tutor. 

He was only doing one more such weekend which I was unable to attend. I was so             

disappointed that I decided to see if I could find his number and approach him to ask if he 

would do some private teaching provided I could get a venue and enough people.  I was 

aware of the Memorial Hall as I had occasionally played badminton there. I found his home 

number and plucked up the courage to ring him. I explained what I wanted and much to my 

delight he agreed and so ‘The Ley Hill John Allen Course’ was born. If had realised how   

unusual it was for a Senior Lecturer and Fellow of the Royal College of Art to even consider 

a request of this sort, I don’t suppose I would have dared to ask.  However, my call had     

coincided with John’s realisation that there are many, many very talented people who have 

great skills but have never had the opportunity to get formal training in design and composi-

tion. He decided to take up the challenge.  

 

The Memorial Hall has proved to be a very pleasant place and as it is light and airy - very 

suitable for our purpose. In all honesty I would have to admit the new building is a great    

improvement on the old one though I have many happy memories of it. 

When other people heard about the courses at Ley Hill, they approached John and at one 

time, as well as two courses running at Ley Hill there were six more dotted about the south 

east.   Here, we have had members coming from as far afield as Lincoln, Nantwich,       

Plymouth, Suffolk, many from London and even one person from Orkney!  

   

Over the years hundreds of people have come and gone, some have moved away, others 

have felt they have gone as far as they want, a few have left because they could not handle the 

work. One member has been a regular for 30 years. We have had people arrive never having 

picked up a pencil and some who have completed degrees but felt they needed more. Some 

have left us and  graduated from art college and one or two have gone on to earn a living as 

professional designers.   

It has been fascinating to watch people explore and improve their talents whether it is in craft, 

design or fine art.  I am constantly in awe of the work people in the group have produced. 

 

 

Five years ago, I was persuaded to teach a drawing class and again The Memorial Hall has 

proved an ideal venue. Though it is a small class the hall is big enough to be able to set up 

fairly large arrangements for still life etc. 

 

I have spent many happy hours both teaching and learning in our lovely hall and I am very 

grateful to the people who work hard to look after it for the benefit of so many.  

 

Hilary Sussum 
 

 

 



 

THE POPPY WATERFALL IN THE MAKING 



     Ley Hill Memorial Hall celebrates its centenary  on Wednesday November 10th 2021 

Following the horrific events of The Great War, local people across the country  built       

memorials to the fallen and those who had served the cause. Our small hamlet was no       

exception and a group of influential villagers formed a committee to raise funds to build a 

community hall to benefit everyone. Lord Chesham donated a plot of land and so it came to 

be that in 1921 the original wooden Ley Hill Memorial Institute was erected on the present 

site. As a second war ended in 1945 our hall was additionally dedicated to their suffering. 

The original hall lasted until 1998. 

Now in  2021 the events of 100 years ago are being commemorated and those that gave so 

much to the village are being recognized. On Wednesday November 10th the fallen in both 

wars are to be remembered at a special dedication. The village is extremely privileged that 

Her Majesty the Queen’s appointed Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire,                           

The Countess Lady Howe has agreed to unveil a plaque in the Memorial Hall. 

 

RUNNING ORDER FOR THE DAY 

1:00 pm   The Countess Howe arrives at Ley Hill Memorial Hall and is greeted by the         

trustees, who will show her the Hall, the history table and introduce her to key village     

members. A buffet style lunch will be provided. 

 

1:50 pm  Lunch party move to foot of beacon; 100 yards walk from the entrance of the hall. 

 

2:00 pm  School children start the parade of their painted stones (inscribed with the names of 

all the villagers who served or fell in the conflicts) down to the Beacon. They lay the stones in 

a pre-arranged heart shape in front of the beacon.  

The local Church Minister will offer a prayer to the assembled group. 

The school children will make their way back to the Hall where they will be offered a drink 

and will have the opportunity to see the artefacts and documents on the village history table.  

 

Circa 2:20 pm  The Countess Howe and the lunch party will return to the Hall for the 

plaque unveiling.  

The President of the Memorial Hall, Ian Walter will give his opening 

address.  

The Countess Howe will unveil the plaque, followed by a blessing 

from a local church Minister.  

The Countess Howe will engage with the children. 

 

3:00 pm  Children will be collected by their parents. 

 

LEY HILL MEMORIAL HALL 1921—2021 



The commemorative stone laid to celebrate the rebuilding of the Village Hall 

THE NEW MEMORIAL HALL BUILT IN 1999 


