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Can you identify these birds? 
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There is no time like Spring, 
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WHERE SHALL WE GO TO TODAY? 

 

”A palace-like cottage, the most luxurious and lovely thing I ever saw,” was 

how William Gladstone’s daughter Mary described ASCOTT HOUSE after her 

visit in the 1880s. And I tend to agree with her after visiting it for the first 

time last year. The house , the gardens and the magnificent art collection 

were given to the National Trust in 1949. Leopold de Rothschild had a     

simple Tudor farmhouse transformed into a black and white half- timbered 

manor house in 1874. Ascott houses an exceptional collection of paintings, 

fine furniture and superb oriental porcelain. The extensive gardens,         

covering over 30 acres, are an attractive mix of the formal and natural with 

specimen trees, shrubs and beautiful herbaceous borders. This beautiful 

property is well worth a visit, especially as it is situated only half a mile from 

Wing and 2 miles from Leighton Buzzard on the south side of the A418.                                                        

Ascott House is open daily (not Mondays) from March 17th—September 

20th 2020. It is also open on Bank Holiday Mondays.                                                

The Tearoom is open from 12pm-5.30pm. The Gardens  are open 1pm-6pm. 

The House is open from 2pm-5pm. Enjoy! 
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CIRCULAR WALK AROUND LEY HILL 
Bird answers: 1.Great Spotted Woodpecker 2. Buzzard 3.Tawny  Owl    4. Chaffinch  

5. Black Cap  6 .Goldfinch  7.Great Tit  8. Red Kite   9. Green Woodpecker 
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CIRCULAR WALK AROUND LEY HILL 

 LENGTH—5 miles  with 2 steep hills but no stiles                                                   

TERRAIN—Footpaths and tracks through fields and woods                              

START & FINISH at Ley Hill Memorial Hall 

1. Take the narrow footpath alongside the Hall, passing Ley Hill School play-

ing fields on your RIGHT before going through 3    wooden kissing gates 

in a field. Enter Cowcroft Wood and take the first footpath on your 

RIGHT. Keep more or less straight on past 3 waymark posts. 30 yards 

past the 3rd post turn RIGHT and soon LEFT to exit the wood via a metal 

kissing gate into a field. Cross the field diagonally to the far corner, go 

through 2 gates and turn RIGHT down Tyler’s Hill Road to take the cross-

roads at the bottom. 

2. Turn LEFT at the crossroads and go straight along Bottom Lane for about 

400 yards. At a junction of 4 paths turn half RIGHT up a steep hill. At the 

top, go through a gap by the stile and follow the footpath which follows 

the hedgerow on your RIGHT. Keep to this path by the hedgerow, past 

Chesham Grammar School playing fields to your RIGHT. 

3. On reaching a tarmac track behind houses, turn LEFT towards Dungrove 

Farm. Turn LEFT again, past the farm on your RIGHT joining the footpath 

running alongside a hedge. Continue to a T-junction, turn LEFT along a 

broad track, go downhill until you you arrive at the junction of 4 paths 

again. 

4. Take the path sharp RIGHT, going back on yourself and follow the track 

to cross paths. Turn LEFT up a steep but gradual hill. At the top, continue 

straight on, pass through a kissing gate across a field, through another 

kissing gate onto Tyler’s Hill Road. Turn RIGHT up the road passing St. 

George’s Church on your LEFT. 

5. Take the first LEFT along a broad track through Cowcroft Wood with 

Cowcroft Grange to your RIGHT. Keep to the main track exiting onto Kiln 

Lane. At the end of Kiln Lane, turn LEFT towards the Village Hall. 
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Copy date for the Summer 2020 News  and Views is Friday July 3rd  

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Dear Readers                                                                                                        

With coronavirus limiting world travel, what better place is there to be than 

Ley Hill? As I write, the daffodils are beginning to raise their golden heads 

and the birds are starting  to build their nests. It’s time to clean up our    

village then you could try Mike Appleby’s Circular walk of Ley Hill or join the           

fortnightly walks starting from the Beacon on the first and third Sundays of 

the month. If the weather isn’t so kind then there’s the Coffee and Chat 

morning, the Health Fair at the end of March and  a great village celebra-

tion in May on the 75th anniversary of  V E  Day.   And if you’re   feeling en-

ergetic there’s always the Cricket Club and the Golf Club to join.                                                                         

You'll be seeing some exciting new changes around the Beacon —seating 

and wildflowers as well as an activity trail in the nearby woodland! It’s great 

to live in a village with so much going on! You only have to see the long list 

of clubs there are!  Continue reading  the News and 

Views to find out more!                                                                                                                

Enjoy springtime in Ley Hill and keep healthy!                              

Anne Birkett  
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NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

The Hall is edging towards its centenary and on Monday 27 January the 

Trustees held the Hall’s 98th Annual General Meeting. The President of the 

Trustees, Neil Lamond, after 20 years in the position, stepped down, but 

happily for the rest of us, is continuing as a Trustee. In his capacity as      

President, Neil has provided some enlightened leadership, as evidenced by 

the Hall’s solar panels which were installed almost 10 years ago and have 

been providing a revenue stream (and power of course) ever since. Neil has 

had a huge influence on the quality of life in Ley Hill, as he has been the     

principal instigator of most of our wonderful village events. He has had the 

energy and enthusiasm to galvanise teams of helpers and those involved 

with our other principal community assets and groups (the school, the 

churches, the pubs, the cricket and golf clubs, the scouts, guides, brownies, 

beavers etc to arrange the most memorable occasions. Who can forget, for 

example, Millennium Eve, all day (and evening) events on the common to 

commemorate the Queen’s Jubilees, the 50th anniversary of VE Day, the 100 

year anniversary of the end of World War 1 etc. etc.? Then there’s the         

Beacon and the illuminated Christmas tree on the Common, both Neil      

Lamond ideas, significantly supported by the late Richard Sanders in        

particular. He has also been heavily involved in the annual Classic Car Show. 

Every successful community needs a Neil Lamond to get things going and 

Ley Hill has been very fortunate. On behalf of us all, thank you Neil!               

As advised in the last News & Views, Neil’s current project is to invite a 

member of the Royal Family to unveil a plaque in the Hall to commemorate 

its centenary, but we will not know the outcome of this until the end of this 

year. Fingers crossed!                                                                                              

At the Annual General Meeting our Bookings Secretary of 17 years,         

Margaret Faulkner, also decided to pass on this particular baton. Margaret 

is another Ley Hill stalwart who has contributed an enormous amount to 

village life in so many ways for many years. She seems to personify the old 

adage ‘if you want to get something done ask the busiest person you know!’ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

MARCH Sunday March 15th Ley Hill Walk                            

Sunday March 29th Health Fair 

APRIL Wednesday April 1st Coffee and Chat                      

Sunday April 5th Ley Hill Walk                                 

Wednesday April 15th Annual Parish Meeting                       

Sunday April 19th Ley Hill Walk 

MAY Sunday May 3rd Ley Hill Walk                                  

Wednesday May 6th Coffee and Chat                                  

Friday May 8th VE DAY celebrations                         

Thursday May 14th ‘From Chamberlain to Victory’ 

Sunday May 20th Ley Hill Walk 

JUNE Wednesday June 3rd Coffee and Chat                         

Sunday June 7th Ley Hill Walk                                   

Thursday June 18th Summer Litter Blitz                 

Sunday June 21st Ley Hill Walk 

JULY Wednesday July 1st Coffee and Chat                          

Friday July 3rd Copy date for Summer News & Views 

Saturday July 4th Roaming Supper                          

Sunday July  5th Ley Hill Walk                                     

Sunday July 19th Ley Hill Walk 

AUGUST Sunday August 2nd Ley Hill Walk                           

Wednesday August 5th Coffee and Chat                

Sunday August 9th Classic Car Show                           

Sunday August 16th Ley Hill Walk                            
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DO YOU KNOW WHOSE HOUSE THIS IS NOW? 

This advert was taken from the Bucks Examiner in 1961? But do you know 

where it is and who it belongs to now? 

A NEW CHAPTER FOR CHESHAM 

Chapter Two, a new community bookshop, is opening at 10 Chesham High 
Street on Saturday 28th March, with all profits from the sale of pre-loved 
books going to support The Hospice of St Francis which supports local   
people affected by cancer or life-limiting illness. The bookshop is being run 
by book expert, Mark Jackson-Hancock, who has worked in the literary 
world for over 30 years and whose experience ranges from major book 
chains, independents and charities to The House of Commons Bookshop. 
The first 50 customers will receive a free eco-book bag whilst 
everyone visiting the shop will be able to claim a free bookmark.                                        
For further information on Chapter Two or The Hospice of St 
Francis, please contact Pru Murray on 07780 600180 or                                           
prunellamurray@btinternet.com 
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Thank you so much Margaret for carrying out such an important role so 

efficiently and without fuss throughout your period of tenure.  She has 

been succeeded as Bookings Secretary by Claire Randall. Thank you Claire.                                                    

For those of you that were not at the AGM we heard from Peter Churchill, 

our new Treasurer, that the Hall’s finances are in a healthy position, whilst  

Sarah Peterson’s report as Chairman of the Hall Committee covered its   

activities  through the year in terms of the Hall’s day to day operations and 

the social events held. On behalf of the community thank you Peter and 

Sarah for your considerable efforts throughout the year and thank you to 

all the Hall Committee members and Trustees who freely give up their time 

for the benefit of us all.                                                                                   

Meanwhile, I have for the time being (and it won’t be 20 years!) assumed 

the role of President of the Trustees having been either a Trustee or    

Treasurer of the Hall since 1997 and Sue Woodstock has kindly taken over 

from me as Secretary to the Trustees. For the record, our other Trustees 

are   Sarah Peterson, Peter Churchill, Mike Appleby, David Darvell and An-

gela Gregory (all of whom, together with Sue Woodstock sit on the Hall 

Committee) and Lindsay Faulkner, Reg Gregory, Roger Perry and Andrew 

Rennard who, along with Neil and myself do not.                                                      

It is hard to believe that the new Hall built for the new Millennium on the 

footprint of the old wooden construction is already 20 years old. Rest     

assured that the top priority of the Hall committee and Trustees is to   

maintain it in tip top condition for us all to continue to enjoy for many   

generations to come!                                                                                                         

You will find elsewhere in News & Views details of what is going on in the 

Hall on a regular basis together with events being organised by the Hall 

Committee in the coming months. We do have one or two gaps in our 

weekly schedule to accommodate other activities so if anybody is looking 

for a home to host a club or regular gathering of some sort please contact 

Claire Randall. Our hiring rates are extremely competitive!           Ian Walter 

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL 

mailto:prunellamurray@btinternet.com
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ROAMING SUPPER  

SAVE THE DATE  - SATURDAY JULY 4TH  

The Village Hall Committee will be holding the 3rd Roaming Supper in 2020 

with the usual format. Everyone will meet in the Village Hall at 7pm for 

canapes, nibbles and drinks. Various hosts will have volunteered to have 4 

to 8 guests in their own homes for the main course at 8pm ish.                

The main course will be the same in each house, with an easy recipe     

provided.  Names will be drawn from a hat to see who goes where for the 

meal. Everyone will then return to the hall for dessert and coffee. The cost 

will be £10 per head, except for the hosts, who do not have to contribute. 

More details will follow nearer the time, but anyone interested can       

contact: Mike Appleby  Tel: 785075 or email n.appleby@sky.co.uk                 

Sue Woodstock Tel: 771840 or email sue_woodstock@hotmail.co.uk  

FROM THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

THE HALL COMMITTEE                                                                                            

IN THE CHAIR    Sarah Peterson   776086                          

TREASURER                 Pete Churchill  776157                        

SECRETARY               Chris Lewis             786958                      

*NEW BOOKING SECRETARY * Claire Randall    *      07716343867  *         

or email cerandall44@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS                                                                                        

Mike Appleby   785075     Holly Byfield     772108      David Darvell    786995 

Gina Daw          771494      Andrew Garth   785482                                         

Angela Gregory  773659   Tamie Hutchins 775406    Joe Walsh         786638      

Sue Woodstock  771840   Catherine Haridi 07870638148                          

Bobbi Roberts   776751     Karen Perkins  07785367499                             

Margaret Faulkner  783048                                                             
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It has been a busy start to 2020 at Ley Hill School. In January 
the Year 3  children had a fabulous Bronze Age Day which 
served as a launch for their History theme for the term. The 
Year 6 children visited RAF Hendon as part of their study of The 
Battle of Britain and Reception and Year 1 visited Tring Natural 
History Museum to reinforce their Science studies. Year 2 had a wonderful 
Didgeridoo Workshop as part of their geographical study of  Australia which 
was shared with all the children and parents.  Year 3 launched their Rainfor-
est study after half-term with an exciting insect-packed visit from Zoo Lab. 
Ahead of World Book Day, Tom McLaughin, a children’s book author,      
visited the school to share his tips for writing - every day is different at Ley 
Hill School!                                                                                                              
The School Council have been active in several green campaigns. They have 
been promoting reducing waste, recycling and reusing some of our                  
resources, including installing a battery recycling box in the School's main 
entrance. They are also passionately trying to reduce the number of cars 
left with engines running (stationary idling is an offence under section 42 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1988) as it not only environmentally unfriendly and a 
waste of fuel, but pollutes the air around the school for our neighbours as 
well as our children and staff. The school is continuing to work with the 
Chesham "Be air aw-’air’ campaign" and the children are currently           
designing posters to remind car users about the very real dangers of idling.                             
Earlier in the year, the children were touched by the news reports           
regarding the wild fires in Australia and have been putting their charitable 
ideas      together to raise funds to support the volunteer firefighters and 
the wildlife that have been affected.                                                                                       
The children took part in the Big Schools’ Birdwatch in February, displaying 
data on the birds recorded around school and have designed posters to  
advertise the Ley Hill Health Fair at the end of this month.                               
In January, we were delighted to welcome Mr Battye as our new Year 3 
teacher and congratulations to Mr Leadbetter (Year 4) and his wife who  
welcomed a healthy baby girl to their family at the end of February. 

Eleanor Garth -Chairman, Ley Hill School Governing Body                             
See our World Book Day photo on page 3 

LEY HILL SCHOOL 
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TIPS FOR THE FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 

Some vegetable growing and showing tips from one of  

our Flower & Produce Judges, Christine Hickling 

As soon as you can get out, prepare the soil on the vegetable plot.        
Rough digging will do but try and remove as many stones as possible,     
particularly if growing carrots. When ready to plant, rake thoroughly. 

Onion sets: dig in a general fertiliser. To avoid the birds pulling up the     
onion sets I usually put them in modules or small yoghurt pots until they 
have some decent roots, then plant out.                                                                                      
Carrots: no manure or composting. Break down and rake the soil as finely 
as  possible.                                                                                                         
Beans: greedy plants! As much manure or garden compost as possible.       
A bean trench started now and filled with anything compostable is good.                                                      
Potatoes: dig in compost or manure or general fertiliser.                          
Beetroot: dig in general fertiliser a couple of weeks before sowing.         
Courgettes: dig in as much manure or compost as possible. 

Sow seeds, not too early, not too deep and not too thickly – check with the 
seed packet!   

At the Flower & Produce Show when showing onions the outer leaves 
should be removed (but not too many!) 

Some vegetables wobble on their dishes. If sand (sharp) is put on the dish 
and then whichever vegetable is placed on top they will stay where they 
are! i.e shallots, onions, tomatoes. In the homemade compost class try to 
get a pot as near 6 inches as possible. 

Good luck with your growing and showing – just have a go and enter even 
if you think the specimen has no chance – you will be surprised!   

See you Saturday September 12th! 

Christine Hickling 
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  THE SWAN 

 

You are probably aware that the current owners of The Swan public house 

in Ley Hill would like to convert current usage to residential purposes. This 

article is from a small but growing 'Save Our Swan' interest group              

consisting of people that live in the village that would like to keep The 

Swan as a public house for the benefit of the community.                                              

One of the potential ways to achieve this is through a community purchase 

of ’ The Swan’ freehold to keep it as a pub, where members of the        

community that wanted to make an investment would become           

shareholders in the Swan. It would be run by a tenant as an ongoing and 

profitable business with a community focus. 

 In order to do this we first need to get feedback from as many people in 

the village ass possible and also to quantify the level of potential invest-

ment interest. We are therefore inviting all members of the local           

community to take 2-3 minutes to complete a simple online survey. The 

survey can be found by typing the following URL into your computer’s web 

browser     https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GM9BTSG  

Alternatively if you have a smartphone, then it’s even easier to simply 

switch the phone camera on and scan the QR code below and complete 

the survey on your phone …….. 

 

 

 

Thanks in advance for your interest, support and time in answering this 

survey. We will hopefully be able to update on the level of interest and 

progress in the next ’News & Views'                                                                                      

Save Our Swan Group 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.co.uk%2Fr%2FGM9BTSG&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9f82d20f9900441f92e408d7c512ff69%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637194557687933379&sdata=h8Mmv%2FFaHvnX3uofuHd1v8TTuNze%2FLP
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The Guides really enjoyed the Skills for My Future Challenge, which was 
completed this term. Several of them completed all 28 challenges, learning 
'old fashioned', but very useful skills and doing clauses from badges that 
Guides used to do in the past. 

They have also spent Monday evenings developing their communication 
skills; pampering themselves, with face packs and nail varnish, mainly     
restricted to toes because they are not allowed painted finger nails at 
school; and being active playing games, including parachutes games. 

The morning of World Thinking Day on 22nd February was spent in 
Chesham town centre, letting people know that Girlguiding is still going 
strong in Chesham but we need more adult volunteers. Two Rainbow Units 
and a Brownie Unit have closed in the last year because their leaders have 
retired and there was no one to take over. The girls walked from the Clock 
Tower to the Broadway - where they sang on the United Reformed Church 
steps - and then sang, very loudly, walking back to the Clock Tower. 

If anyone would like to volunteer in Girlguiding please go to 
www.girlguiding.org.uk and follow the link to express your interest. This 
could be volunteering as a leader, a parent helper or helping with record 
keeping or accounts. 

This month we are holding a Craft Day for all our members in Chesham to 
raise funds for our County Guide Centre at Ellesborough, which is in need of 
refurbishment and repairs. 

Thanks to Rosemary and Zoë for all the time they spend helping organise 
the activities for the girls. 

Gayle Romney      

Guide Leader          

gayle.romney@ntlworld.com  

Ist TYLER’S HILL GIRL GUIDES 
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1st TYLER’S HILL SCOUTS & CUBS  

BEAVERS & CUBS 
After holding parties at Whitehill and Culwood Care Homes for the elderly last 
Christmas, our activities this term have included a great variety of different fun 
games, craft and scouting activities, including the following themes: a Lego evening 
for the builder badge, back to the future, a night hike, pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 
and a focus on healthy eating. Before Easter we will visit St Mary’s Church and 
Chesham Mosque and do some Easter craft activities. We have a fun-packed camp 
planned for June. We’d especially like to thank Ley Hill School who have been very 
supportive to 1st Tyler’s Hill. Whilst we hold our indoor Scout meetings in the 
school hall, they also let us use their library for the book reader challenge on     
International Book Day. Beavers, Cubs and Y6 Scouts will be taking part in the Ley 
Hill School assembly in March to share with other pupils all the fun they have in 
Scouts.  

 SCOUTS 
The Scouts have had a busy term with a variety of sessions, including a treasure 
hunt across Ley Hill and visits to the fire station and the Apple store. We are so 
proud of the achievements of different teams of Scouts who entered three chal-
lenges this term:    

1. Pioneering Event in January - a District event where each troop is challenged 

to make a structure from pioneering poles and string. 

2. The Quest in February is the ultimate incident hike over 16 kms between 12.00 

am and up to 12.00 pm, with a unique combination of navigation, physical and 
mental challenges across country in shadowed teams, attracting nearly 300 scouts, 
guides and explorers. 1st Tyler’s Hill team came 20th out of 40 teams. 
Bucks Scouts ‘Endurance 40’in March was a 40 km challenge in wet, muddy      
conditions. Our team of four - Ariella Passey, Nathan Ellis Jones, Oscar Dawson and 
Ben Povery  completed  the hike in 12 hours and 11 minutes, showing quiet deter-
mination and inner belief when others simply gave up. They walked from Great 
Missenden to Chesham, up to Ley Hill, Pressmore, Hawridge, Hastoe, Wendover, 
Lee Common and Chartridge, before returning to Great Missenden. 
Nineteen scouts and four leaders will be taking part in our Easter mountain camp 
at Boarfold Scout Campsite near Chisworth, Derbyshire and includes activities such 
as map reading, hiking, cooking and caving. We will also be lighting the Ley Hill  
Beacon on 8th May the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.   
Volunteers 
Volunteering with Scouts is highly rewarding. We are 
currently recruiting in all three sections. If you think you can help, please contact 
Sheila Nardone, Group Scout Leader, on 07729 336402.  
 Sheila Nardone (Group Scout Leader) 
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V E DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

FRIDAY MAY 8TH      PROGRAMME OF EVENTS                       

To take place outside the Crown and around the Beacon   

 4.30pm:       WW2 vehicles park up in the layby 

  5pm:           Street Party for children outside the Crown   

                      Crown to put on BBQ for adults 

6.30—8pm: 1940’s songs from the Barn-ettes 

8pm:             Address from local vicars 

8.30pm:         Lighting of the Beacon 

Throughout the day there will be a display of WW2 memorabilia with 
specific reference to Ley Hill. This will be transferred to the Memorial 
Hall in time for the theatre production on Thursday May 14th.                     

Come along to help us remember those who gave their lives that we 
may live and to celebrate this special occasion in the Ley Hill way!! 

 

14th THURSDAY MAY 14TH   AT 7.30PM                                                                                                

Ley Hill Memorial Hall are staging            
“From Chamberlain to Victory”                           

from the Searchlight Theatre Company to 
mark the 75th anniversary of V E Day.       
Tickets are £10 per person and can be                

purchased from Angela Gregory 01494773659 
or   email angegregory@btinternet.com 

and Claire Randall 07716343867 or email 
cerandall44@gmail.com 
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Nature Notes... 

This is a new series that I hope will help remind us of just what a special 
place we live in, how much we can learn and enjoy by taking an interest in 
our local wildlife - and motivate us to do all that we can to protect it! 

An animal that we quite often see at the opposite corner of a field or   
skipping up the bank and off the road as it comes into our headlights is the 
(Reeves) muntjac.  Many of us have also seen their neat hoof prints in the 
mud while out walking.  But why are they here?                                   

Brought to England from China in the nineteenth century by John Reeves 
of the East India Company, muntjac were kept at Woburn by the Duke of 
Bedford (whose family are interred at St Michael’s, Chenies) from where 
they escaped in the 1920s and have been flourishing in Buckinghamshire 
and the South East ever since.   

Unfortunately for the muntjac (unless like me you enjoy venison) the    
success of its year-round breeding cycle and a lack of natural predators 
mean that culling them is required from time to time to prevent their over
-grazing upsetting the balance of the woodland ecosystem.  Nevertheless, 
it is undoubtedly a handsome creature and one we are lucky enough to 
have in our woods 

A few facts: males, females and young are 
bucks, does and fawns respectively;           
they may live for 10-13 years; males have 
short antlers that are shed in spring,          
regrowing by autumn; other than looking for 
antlers, males have a black V on the forehead 
while females have something more like a 
diamond (not necessarily easy to make out!) 

Andrew Garth 

NATURE NOTES 



10 

ST GEORGE’S HILL, TYLER’S HILL 

St George’s is the ‘little church by the woods’. We are located at the top of 
Tyler’s Hill Road - just turn opposite the Hen & Chickens or come through 
Cowcroft Woods. Our warm and friendly congregation would love to meet 
you!                                                                                                                              
Services – are informal and friendly.  Every Wednesday we meet at 7am 
for morning prayer for ½ hour to pray for the world, our community and 
church. A great way to start the day. Every Sunday we meet at 11:15am 
for a service which lasts about an hour. We celebrate communion on the 
2nd & 4th  Sunday each month and Morning Worship on the other Sundays. 
Our services are always followed by refreshments and an opportunity to 
chat. You are welcome to join us, we’d love to see you!                             
Children - Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me’ and here at St George’s 
we love children. Children of all ages are always welcome. We have a quiet 
play area in the church for use during services and games and activities 
available at other times.                                                                                                             
For further information about any of the above, contact  Rev Simon Winn 
on 01494 773318 or Rev.Simon.Winn@gmail.com  or the Wardens:   Hazel 
Rymer profhazelrymer@gmail.com and                                                               
Geoffgeofftocher@aol.com                                                                                     
 St George’s Church and the Bangay Rooms are available to hire. Ideal for 
quiet days, meetings, classes and parties.  
For info contact Julie Rennard 01494 785345 or rennard@Tiscali.co.uk                                                                                        

Our next big events are: 5th April Palm Sunday procession from St 
George's to the Methodist Chapel in Ley Hill. Starting at St George's at 
11:15am and we'll sing our way to the Chapel.                                             
11th April Easter Eve service 8pm A moving service by candlelight         
12th April Easter Sunday Holy Communion at 8am and 11:15am                   
The church will be open for private prayer and reflection  
on  Easter Monday from 11am—2.30pm                                                               
We have coffee mornings 10:30-11:30am where you can 
natter over homemade cakes. All welcome - even well       
behaved dogs. Next dates are 4 April, 16 May & 6 June.                                                                                               
Finally and certainly not least, St George's Fun Day will be held in the     
Memorial Hall on Saturday 11th July 12-3pm.   Music, entertainment, food, 
plants, stalls and games           Hazel Rymer 
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LATIMER & LEY HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

                                                                              

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL LOGO                                                                             

We hope you have begun to notice our new parish logo on our posters and 

communications. For this we must thank Kayt Bochenski from Letchfield 

who produced a more appropriate logo linking the villages of Latimer and 

Ley Hill. 

VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR                                                                

We have one vacancy on the Parish Council  for someone who would like 

to help improve our parish.  Do you have a specific skill you would like to 

utilise?  If so contact me Anne Birkett anne.birkett@latimerleyhill.org  

DILLY DELLS PROJECT                                                                                     

Following suggestions from parishioners replying to our 2019 survey and a 

successful bid for half the funding, we have decided to install seating and 

plant wildflowers round the Beacon, as well as creating an activity trail in 

the wooded area along side the 2nd fairway of the golf club. This project, 

which we have named Dilly Dells after the 3rd golf hole, has been           

approved by Chiltern District Council will be displayed at both the Health 

Fair and at the Annual Parish Meeting. It is hoped that We hope you like it! 

BUS SERVICE TO LEY HILL                                                                            

Several residents have asked us to request some rescheduling of the 

bus service to Ley Hill and to provide timetables at the bus stops. 

After much badgering  I have been told that a review of the rural bus     

services is on hold until the new Unitary Bucks Council is up and running! 

I’ll keep trying! 

mailto:Rev.Simon.Winn@gmail.com
mailto:profhazelrymer@gmail.com
mailto:geofftolcher@aol.com
mailto:rennard@Tiscali.co.uk
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LATIMER & LEY HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

HEALTH FAIR                  Sunday March 29th                                                     

Following the success of last year we will be holding our  

second Health Fair on Sunday March 29th in the Memorial 

Hall from 1pm until 4pm. Do come along and find some 

different treatments to help you lead a healthy lifestyle or simply come and 

have a cup of tea and a chat!                                                                        

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING                                    Wednesday April 15th      

Our Annual Parish meeting, to which all parishioners are invited, will take 

place on  Wednesday April 15th in Ley Hill Methodist Chapel at 7pm.        

Please come along  to hear what the Parish Council has done over the past 

12 months and in particular hear about our exciting new plans for seating 

around the Beacon and the creation of an activity trail. 

LEY HILL WALKING GROUP                             Sunday April 5th                                                       

Why not put your boots on and  come along to the Beacon at 10am on the 

first and third Sunday of each month for a walk around the local area? 

Walks are usually 3-4 miles long. Dogs are always welcome. Contact Steve 

Thorp for more information steve.thorp@latimerleyhill.org 

NEW PARISH CLERK                                            Claire Leek                         

Unfortunately Anne Hyde, our Parish Clerk for the last four years has 

resigned from the role  but we are happy to report that we have 

been lucky to find a very capable replacement in Claire Leek, to 

whom we would like to extend a warm welcome. We must thank 

Anne for all the effort and hard work she has put into the job,        

especially with the never-ending speeding problem in the village. 

COFFEE & CHAT                                             Wednesday April 1st                                                

The coffee and chat mornings have become increasingly popular. Do come 

along from 11am until 12.30pm ish on the first Wednesday of the month. 

11 

MY FAVOURITE RECIPE 

THE RECIPE I LOVE 

BANANA LOAF                                                                                               

Ingredients 

100g softened butter, plus a little extra for greasing                                   

140g caster sugar                                                                                                       

1 beaten egg                                                                                                                

225g plain flour                                                                                                         

2 tsp baking powder                                                                                                 

4 very ripe bananas                                                                                              

85g chopped walnuts                                                                                                  

50ml milk 

Method 

1. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4.  Grease a 2lb loaf tin with some 

butter and line the base with baking parchment, then grease this as 

well. 

2. In a large bowl, mix together the butter, sugar and egg, then slowly 

mix in the flour and the baking powder. Peel, then mash the         

bananas. Now mix everything together, including the nuts. 

3. Pour your mixture into the tin and bake for 1 hour or until a skewer 

comes out clean. Allow the cake to cool on a wire rack before      

removing them from the loaf tin. The loaf can now be wrapped 

tightly in cling film and kept for up to 2 days, or frozen for up to a 

month. Defrost and warm through before serving. Serve in thick slic-

es topped with vanilla ice cream and drizzled with a little chocolate 

sauce.  Enjoy!                                                                                                  

Angela Gregory 
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CHESHAM & LEY HILL GOLF CLUB 

The weather has been dreadful and we’ve not played much golf since Christmas, 
but we’re hopeful for some dry weather soon!  As soon as the rain abates our 
groundsmen will be out spiking and top-dressing the greens ready for the         
summer.  The greens will dry out much quicker thanks to the capillary drainage 
system that we added during 2017/18.  Our fairways were re-seeded twice last 
year, and they’re now fully recovered from the 2018 drought.  In the words of a 
much loved TV sitcom ‘they’re going to be really lush’! 

We’ve also updated our club website.  Take a look at 
www.cheshamgolf.co.uk  We’ve added lots of nice photos and descriptions of the 
holes, and we’ve even added a ‘local attractions’ page for those  visitors that might 
want to stay nearby.  Talking of photos, we’re offering a fantastic prize for the best 
photo taken on Ley Hill Common in 2020.  Rob from the Crown has kindly donated 
a ‘meal for two’, and agreed to judge the competition.  So, if you’re out walking on 
the common, then have your camera-phone ready, and look out for those great 
photo opportunities!  Full details are on our website.                                                                               
We’re also excited to introduce our new flexible membership scheme.  We’ve 
partnered with ‘Play More Golf’ to bring flexible membership to Ley Hill for as little 
as £325 per year!  See our website for more details.                                                                                                                      
The mid-week evening league will run again in 2020.  Last year we had ten teams 
including EH Smith, Ley Hill School, Yerrell Flooring, George Inn,  Waitrose, Ley Hill 
Cricket Club, Berko Driving Range, 1879 Tennis Club,  Ley Hill Golf Club, and    
reigning champions Silversons Ltd.  There are a couple of spaces for new teams in 
2020, so if you’d like to enter a team, or you’d like to play for one of the existing 
teams, then contact richardlewis@cheshamgolf.co.uk  The league is a great oppor-
tunity to     sample golf at Ley Hill.  The emphasis is on fun and enjoyment and 
there are players of all standards.  You don’t need to be a member of another 
club, you don’t need an official handicap and you can be male or female, though it 
would help if you’ve played the odd bit of golf before!    

 Our Hillman Cup team has been drawn away against Oakland Park on Saturday 4th 
April.  We have reached the final of the plate competition in the last two years and 
we hope to go one better this year!  The club are also entered in the Daily Mail 
foursomes competition.  Nigel Ford and Rick Rankin will play 
Mike Whelan and Phil Jefferson away at Little Hay Golf Club, and 
Rosemary Barry and Christine Lewis will  represent the  ladies. 

Richard Lewis 
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VILLAGE CLUBS AND GROUPS 
Badminton Tuesday PM Wednesday PM 

Memorial Hall 

Amita Carr 

Janet Davie 

778782      

758501 

Ley Hill   Cricket 

Club 

Chairman                                    

Juniors Manager 

Nick Lee           

Chris Morris 

782813 

07896480445 

Chesham & Ley 

Hill  Golf Club 

Ley Hill Common                      

8am—Dusk 

Brian Haworth 784541 

Toddler Group Under 3 years & mums       

Weds in term time  Chapel      

Rebecca Gorst                  784122 

Flower Club Every other Wednesday 2pm 

Memorial Hall 

Eileen Way 783529 

Beavers               

1st Tyler’s Hill 

6 -8 years    Tues 5 -6pm      

Memorial Hall 

Sheila Nardone sheilanardone 

@hotmail.co.uk 

Emily’s           

Dance School 

2 -18 years    Memorial Hall Emily Harris 07423053556 

Scouts                  

1st Tyler’s Hill 

10-15 years   Thurs 7 – 9pm   

Ley Hill School 

Joanna        

Jennings 

772688 

Cubs                   

1st Tyler’s Hill 

8-10 years   Memorial Hall  

Tuesday 6.15-7.45pm 

Sheila Nardone sheilanardone@  

hotmail.co.uk 

Rainbows           

1st Tyler’s Hill 

5 – 7 years    Thurs 5 – 6pm  

Bangay Rooms 

Sue Dyer 782658 

Brownies            

1st Tyler’s Hill 

7 – 10 years Bangay Rooms                            

Friday 6.30pm – 8pm            

Zoe Digby Fluffyowl.tylershi

ll@gmail.com 

Guides                 

1st Tyler’s Hill 

10 – 14 years  Bangay Rooms                       

Monday 7.30pm – 9pm          

Gayle   Romney 784305 

Coffee and Chat 

  

First Wednesday in every 

month   11am –12.30pm 

Anne Birkett 773050 

Dog Training Club Thursday 6.15 -10.15pm     

Memorial Hall 

Carol Spencer 01296 662399 

Well Seasoned 

Club 

Every other Tuesday 2.30pm 

Methodist Chapel 

Lindsay    

Faulkner 

783048 

Women’s       

Fellowship 

Ist Thursday of each month 

7.30pm    Bangay Rooms 

Sheila Hart 785003 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheshamgolf.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2a560fbe71994fb8e33a08d7bc522950%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637184933365915575&sdata=BqxROjPcGPIaaBHuhg95OjTExpg3cInVWTzkMkKpYFc%3D&r
mailto:richardlewis@cheshamgolf.co.uk
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Ley Hill Village – Classics on The Common                                            
Classic Cars – BBQ – Cream Teas - Family Fun –Picnic by your car.      
Sun 9th August 2019 12:00 – 4:00pm                                                         
Here is a date for your diary, bring out your classic vehicle. You are 
welcome to invite friends but please so do not try and save places for 
them. This is a very popular event; we do tend to reach capacity by 
1:30 p.m. but as some leave others may join. Local helpers will be 
putting on a barbeque and members from the Memorial Hall will   
rustle up some lovely cream teas. The Cricket Club bar will be open. 
This is a free event with no need to book 
but a bucket collection will take place in 
support of the Thames Air Ambulance 
and Village Hall charities. HOPE WE SEE 
YOU THERE AGAIN THIS SUMMER!                                     
Neil Lamond 01494 774996,                     
Sarah Peterson 01494 776086 

CLASSICS ON THE COMMON 

Ley Hill Memorial Hall in conjunction with Latimer and Ley Hill Parish   

Council would like to invite you for COFFEE and A CHAT                                                                 

every first Wednesday in the month  - April 1st next session                                                                   

Please come along and bring your friends or just come yourself and make 

some new friends! 

COFFEE AND A CHAT         

FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW PHOTOS                         

Why not start looking through your old photos to find your entries for the 

photograph categories at the Flower and Produce Show                                

on Saturday  September 12th?                                                                                                 

1. Ley Hill Classic Car Show      2. Sunrise or sunset 

13 

LEY HILL FLOWER CLUB 

Ley Hill Flower Club is a practical flower club and meets fortnightly on 

Wednesday afternoons at Ley Hill Memorial Hall.  We are a friendly 

group and we welcome new members and visitors with or without 

floral experience - a love of flowers and plants and a few basic tools 

are all that is required!  For more information please contact: 07769 

703636 or leyhillflowerclub@btinternet.com                       

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY    A flower demonstration by Nick 

Grounds called “Seasonal Relief” on Wednesday  December 

9th at 2pm in Ley Hill Memorial Hall. £10 entrance fee. door. 

LEY HILL AND BOTLEY CARERS 

Ley Hill and Botley Carers are volunteers who are organised to help their 

neighbours in the local community to cope with emergencies not normally 

handled by statutory or other voluntary services.                                           

We can help in the following ways:-                                                                

Visiting   -  if you are ill                                                                   

Transport   -  to doctor, hospital, health centre                                    

Help at home -  shopping, prescription collection, gardening.                        

If you need assistance  phone 01494 785935   

WELL SEASONED MEETINGS  

Please feel free to join this friendly village group meeting every other    

Tuesday in Ley Hill Methodist Chapel at 2.30pm for a chat, a cup of tea and 

a varied and interesting programme. For more details or if you would like a 

lift ring Margaret or Lindsay Faulkner  on 783048.                                         

Tuesday March 31st—Battle of Trafalgar  - John Groves                                                                   

Everyone is welcome! 
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LOCAL SERVICES 

MIXED ABILITY PILATES                                                                                            

Mondays at 9am, Wednesdays at 10am & Thursdays at 6.30pm                 

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS PILATES:  Tuesdays at 10am                                          

KEEP IT MOVING! FITNESS                                                                             

Wednesdays at 11.05am & Alternate Saturdays at 10.15am                         

BARRE/STRETCH:  Alternate Saturdays at 10.15am                                          

HIGHFIELDS STUDIO, 169 BOTLEY ROAD, LEY HILL                                           

Call or e-mail Trish Baptist for information or to reserve your place          

01494 771055/tbaptist@btinternet.com/07758 382528                            

TrishBaptistPilates.co.uk 

DRAWING CLASSES                                                                                             

Ley Hill Memorial Hall  9:30-12:30 Thursday mornings                                      

Suitable for all abilities. Tuition given. £150 per ten week term.               

Contact: Hilary Sussum BA MA on 01494 771708 

TIPS ’TOES                                                                                                     

For local Manicures, Pedicures, Shellac, Threading and Facials.                   

Call Penny Bedford, 1 Tweenways, Chesham.                                                  

MORNING EXERCISE BOOT CAMP                                                                               

Ley Hill Common - for any level of fitness; (just outside the cricket club) 

Every Saturday 9.30am—10.30am                                                                     

Call 07471940250 for more information                                                                

Just £5 a session; FIRST SESSION IS FREE!  

JANET WHEELER-SMITH                                                                                          

Handmade curtains and alterations.  No job too small.                               

Zips, buttons, re-hem trousers and curtains                                                       

based in Botley 01494 773021  
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DOG WALKERS FOR LEY HILL & SURROUNDING AREAS. 

Also able to dog sit if required. For more details contact                                    

Paul or Lorraine Pearce on 775071 or 017597573398 

CHILTERN EXHIBITIONS                                                                                                  

For all your picture framing and display requirements                                

Dave Bellamy 07765 000915         Chiltern.exhibitions@gmail.com 

PRIVATE FITNESS                                                                                                      

Want to improve your movement?                                                                     

Recovering from a joint replacement or preparing for a sporting event ? 

One-on-one Pilates sessions tailored to your needs                                                  

in peaceful surroundings, Botley.                                                                          

Phone Kerry 01494 264987 or 07860693619 Email privatefitness@live.com 

LOCAL SERVICES 

WALK BETTER                                                                                                             

If you need help with cutting toe nails or general foot care                           

Contact Ann on 786995  or  07754205469 

MATHS TUTOR CHESHAM                                                                                    

Private tuition in A level and GCSE Maths and Physics                                             

From an experienced teacher.                                                                                        

MathsTutorChesham.co.uk           MathsTutorChesham@gmail.com 

SALLY KENDALL                                                                                                      

Computer Support & Website Creation                                                                                          

Independent IT Engineer  -  sally.kendall@11december.co.uk                       

Based in Orchard Leigh  Tel. 01494 776882 or 07841 448045   

www.11december.co.uk 

To advertise your service if you live in Ley Hill or Botley                                 

email Anne mrsapb53@hotmail.com 

mailto:771055/tbaptist@btinternet.com/07758%20382528
http://mathstutorchesham.co.uk/
mailto:MathsTutorChesham@gmail.com

